
 

  

Minutes of Meeting of Larbert High School 
Parent Council Meeting held on  

Tuesday 21 November 2017 at 7.00pm 
 
 

 
 
 

      
In Attendance: 
Rosemary Allford – Vice Chair, Jon Reid – Rector, Katie Thewlis, Andrea Daley, Garry Hale, Catherine 
Hunter, Lynne Miller, Andy Auld – Acting Depute Rector, Elizabeth Baba-Yemi 
 
Craig Parnham - Acting Depute, Emma McMinn – Acting PT PEF 
 
Bonita Dodds (Parent), Gordon Niven (Parent) 
 
 
Apologies: 
Euan Robertson – Chair, Stuart Rae, Treasurer, Katherine Hastings 
 
Rosemary Allford welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1. Apologies: Euan Robertson – Chair, Stuart Rae – Treasurer, Katherine Hastings - Member 

 
  
2. Matters Arising:  

 
  
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

 
Proposed: Garry Hale 
Seconded: Katie Thewlis 
 

  
4. Election of New Member: 

 
Rosemary explained that there had been two interested parties to join the Parent Council.  
Names were put into the ‘hat’ and chosen by Katie Thewlis.  The new member is now Elizabeth 
Baba-Yemi.  Rosemary welcomed her to the Parent Council. 
 

  
5. PEF Plans: 

 
Jon Reid introduced Emma McMinn and Craig Parnham to the meeting.  Emma McMinn 
explained that the money that Larbert High has received is being used to close the attainment 
gap and the different interventions they have introduced to do this.  Slide shown at the meeting 
is attached to the minutes.  She explained that Support for Learning Assistants are currently 
receiving additional training to allow them to work with pupils and support literacy and numeracy 
interventions. There are ‘Skillsbuiler’ clubs, focussing on the development of literacy, numeracy 
and HWB that run in the morning, lunchtime and after school specifically for targeted pupils but 
which are open to all pupils  The school has also employed an Education Welfare Officer who 
will be working with targeted pupils and families in order to get better attendance.  
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6. Budget Cuts: 
 
Rosemary explained that Euan Robertson was unable to make the meeting tonight as he was 
attending a Falkirk Council meeting with Gary Greenhorn and Robert Naylor regarding the on-
going cuts within the children’s services and specifically, the very significant proposals for 2018 
and beyond Rosemary mentioned that she had recently read the consultation which can be 
found on the council website and suggested the members should take time to read it and to 
respond to the proposals. Children’s Services is 2/3 of the council and the Director has been 
tasked with finding £11 million.  Jon Reid was asked what the impact of some of these cuts 
might be.  If they were to go ahead, this could potentially impact on roughly 40 teachers across 
secondary schools and many areas within the school.  This could mean a reduction in anything 
between 9 and 18 teachers in Larbert High over the next two years.  This would significantly 
impact on class sizes and choice for pupils and could potentially impact on levels of attainment 
and positive destinations.  The Parent Council agreed that it was important to draw the Council 
consultation to the attention of all parents in LHS.  Rosemary is to draft a letter on behalf of the 
PC and Jon Reid agreed that this could be emailed out via the school.  It is important that all 
parents respond to the consultation and also contact their local Elected Member. 

7. ASD Unit: 
 
Jon Reid advised that there have been recent consultations into increasing units to 
accommodate children with autism.  At present there are two for secondary schools that are 
over-capacity and the primary provision is also over-capacity.  The proposal is to open two 
secondary units, one at Larbert High School and one at Bo’ness Academy.  If this is successful it 
is aimed that all secondary schools will have an ASN unit in time.  .  There are public meetings 
being held and Education Scotland is also required to write a report on these proposals.  
Headteachers, ASN managers and the Director of Education will discuss curriculum, staffing, etc 
for these units.  A report will go to Council committee in January with a final decision thereafter. 
 

  
8. Consultation for new Education Bill: 

 
Rosemary spoke about the recent correspondence received from the Scottish Government sent 
to Parent Councils on the new education bill, involving more parental engagement and to give 
teachers and headteachers more power over decisions about learning and teaching, allowing 
them to make a difference in the child’s education.  Rosemary asked if anyone would be willing 
to get together and discuss a response.  It was agreed that the consultation will be emailed to 
the members and they will come back with responses.  These will collated and Rosemary and 
Euan will get together to create a response to the questions.  Responses must be in by 30 
January 2018. 
 

  
9. Date of Next Meeting 

 
Tuesday 6 February 2017, 7pm 
   

  
 


