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Should the personal 
lives of celebrities be so 
open to the public eye?

THE INFLUENCE of the me-
dia is forever increasing. 

Today, virtually every other 
person in the developed world 
has immediate access to the 
media and its various outlets.  
Whether it be picking up a good 
old fashioned newspaper or 
scrolling through Facebook, the 
probability is that everyone we 
know uses multiple sources to 
learn about happenings in the 
world.

Many people acknowledge 
that the media is very intrusive 
and the craze surrounding so-
cial media makes it very easy for 
private information to be posted 
without consent or knowledge. 
We, the public, have an insatia-
ble thirst for scandal, intrigue 
and salacious goings on, espe-
cially when it involves the rich 
and famous.  However, such 
is our fascination with the lives 
of celebrities that the ups and 
downs of their personal lives – 
no matter how intimate, normal 
or mundane – have become 
“fair game” in the eyes of many.  
Add to this the immediacy (and 
in many cases, the unreliability) 
of the modern media, and those 
with any sort of public profile can 
become the victims of intrusion.

Celebrities are often vic-
tims of press intrusion with their 
personal lives and reputations 
being tarnished by the press 
publishing articles and making 
statements which have simply 
not been proven.  And that’s the 
printed press.  The advent of so-
cial media has compounded the 
problem, tenfold.

Here are a couple of ‘big 
names’ who have been victim-

ised by the press intruding on 
their personal lives. 

Johnny Depp, the “Pirates 
of The Caribbean” star was 
slammed over social media re-
garding alleged domestic abuse 
claims toward his, at the time, 
partner Amber Heard. Many 
newspapers and online blogs 
labelled the star as guilty of do-
mestic violence although he had 
not been tried and no charges 
had yet been brought forward. 
However, Depp’s lawyer struck 
back to the media, accusing 
Heard of trying to “secure a per-
manent financial resolution by 
alleging abuse”. Some time later, 
Heard settled the case outwith 
court proceedings. 

Another megastar, Brad Pitt, 
was recently attacked by critics 
following an alleged abusive sit-
uation on his family’s private jet 
after attending an event in Par-
is.  The situation was plastered 
over social media, however, Pitt 
had not yet been tried and no 
charges were held against him. 
Pitt was furious claiming that the 
situation was “very insulting and 
inappropriate” and that he felt 
“humiliated”.

Just last week, Pitt was 
cleared in a court of law of the 
child abuse claims held against 
him. Pitt thanked fans for their 
endless support throughout the 

short trial and allegations. 

These are extreme examples 
and this is not a simple issue.  
While these celebrities were not 
convicted of any criminal wrong-
doing, it would run counter to the 
idea of a free press if journalists 
were somehow forbidden from 
reporting on issues involving 
people that have a public profile.  
However, the news media have a 
responsibility to report fairly and 
abstain from the kind of sensa-
tionalism and/or speculation that 
sells papers or attracts viewers, 
but can have a devastating ef-
fect on the lives of people who 
are meant to be innocent until 
proven guilty.

Also, press intrusion is not 
limited to stories of celebrities 
potentially doing something 
wrong.  How many times have 
we seen footage of rabid pa-
parazzi swarming famous peo-
ple as soon as they step off of 
their private property?  And 
why?  Sometimes it seems that 
the answer is, simply, that they 
are famous.  These people have 
the right to be treated with de-
cency and with their privacy be-
ing respected, just like anyone 
else.

Add to this the largely un-
regulated Wild West that is the 
internet (and social media), and 
the private lives of celebrities can 
come under constant and often 
unjustified scrutiny.   Nobody 
has figured out how to police this 
yet, so maybe the answer lies in 
a change of attitude on the part 
of those that pay heed to this 
sort of ‘reporting’ – us!

Lucy Kolle

Georgia Mullen discusses press intrusion and how we, the consumers, are complicit 
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Who are IPSO?
THE Independent Press Standards 

Organisation replaced the Press 
Complaints Commission in the 

wake of the ‘phone-hacking’ 
scandal. 



Black Lives Matter:  the 
resurgence of black 
political action in 
America 

Esme O’Donnell discusses how, in the 
21st century, the need for a civil rights 
movement is as important as ever

IT has been fifty years since the Civil Rights 
Movement revolutionised America and things 
dramatically improved for the African-Ameri-
can population. However, with the rise of the 
Black Lives Matter movement, it’s becoming 
increasingly evident that not as much has 
changed as one would like to believe.  

Just over a year ago, the city of Ferguson, 
Missouri, erupted.  The seemingly irrepress-
ible wave of protests and civil unrest was 
in response to the shooting of 18-year-old 
Michael Brown, who was unarmed, by a white 
police officer.  However, even at the time this 
did not feel like civic anger at an isolated 
incident.  Instead, Ferguson felt like a tipping 
point.  Issues of racial profiling, police bru-
tality and racial inequality in the US criminal 
justice system had manifested themselves in 
an expression of outrage and frustration that 
struck a chord with African Americans across 
the country.  Other communities soon fol-
lowed Ferguson’s lead.

Black Lives Matter began with a simple 
hashtag on Twitter (#blacklivesmatter).  It 
was in response to the acquittal of George 
Zimmerman, in 2013, for the fatal shooting 
of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin (unarmed) in 
Sanford, Florida.  However, with such issues 
of race and injustice providing a backdrop, 
it was not long before the BLM movement 
found tangible form in places like Ferguson.

Black Americans, according to a 2015 Guard-
ian investigation, are more than twice as likely 
to be “unarmed when killed during encoun-
ters with police than white people”.  Sup-
porters of the BLM movement believe that 

this is simply down to age-old racism. The 
movement highlights the discrimination black 
people still face to this day, and poses the 
question; how much has actually improved 
since the thought-to-be-victory of the Civil 
Rights Act in 1968?

Clearly much progress has been made since 
Rosa Parks refused to vacate her seat.  After 
all, in 2009, Barack Obama assumed the of-
fice of President of the United States – some-
thing unimaginable in the days of what we 
commonly think of as the ‘Civil Rights Move-
ment’.  And yet, some of the old prejudice 
remains entrenched.
 
There is currently a deep-seated, double 
standard in American society and it demands 
immediate attention; so-called ‘thugs’ pro-
testing because an unarmed citizen was 
shot by police have been thrown in jail, yet 
Wall Street bankers – people who ruined the 
American economy – are not held account-
able at all.
The BLM movement are trying to gain public-
ity for these issues and highlight the mistreat-
ment they feel they are the victims of. This 
proves to be a hard task when many media 
outlets continue to avert their gaze, instead 
of directly addressing the massively dispro-
portionate number of black people killed by 
police compared to white people.

The media’s biased use of language when 
covering stories on different racial groups is 
also a point of palpable anger and protest for 
BLM.   Black Americans are often cast aside 
as ‘thugs’, and undermined as ‘rioters’, which 
has highlighted the prejudice they face and 
the justice they deserve. 
When recent footage surfaced of a police 
officer brutally wrestling an unarmed black 

teenager to the ground at a pool party, 

Fox News’s Megyn Kelly described the girl 
as “no saint”. Although it would have been a 
harrowing experience for a 14 year old, this 
didn’t draw any sympathy from Kelly.
Then we hear of Brock Turner, the varsity 
swimmer, who deserved decades in jail as 
punishment for the egregious sexual assault 
he committed on a fellow student yet served 
just 3 months. Furthermore, many news out-
lets decided that instead of focusing on the 
crime he committed, they would glorify him 
for being a Stanford student and a decent 
swimmer and that his crime was no more 
than an error of judgement. 

Would Turner have been perceived differently 
if he was black? Would he have been given 
a longer sentence or have been referred to 
as a ‘thug’?  At least then the word would be 
used fairly. Was the leniency of Turner’s case 
simply down to white privilege? 

Whether you think white privilege is real 
or not, there’s no arguing with the blood on 
police officers’ hands, and the way that many 
in the US media never fail at demonising 
black people. The Black Lives Matter move-
ment came into being for a reason. That rea-
son was not to say that black lives are more 
important. Instead, it is an expression of fury 
and defiance in a country where, to some at 
least, black lives don’t seem to be very impor-
tant at all.

50 years ago, African Americans across the 
country were engaged in political action.  In 
2016, resurgence in black political action is 
both inevitable and necessary.



Georgia Mullen profiles a fascinating Mexican tradition, offering an 
exciting alternative to less imaginative travel plans

Dia De Los Muertos - Bringing 
Your Gap Year to Life

 DIA DE LOS MUERTOS - or “Day of 
The Dead”, is a Mexican and Latin Ameri-
can holiday celebrated from October 31st to 
November 2nd which honours the dead with 
festivals, parties and lively celebrations. 

 If you have never heard of this seem-
ingly macabre tradition, you may recall the 
particularly thrilling opening scene of the 
most recent James Bond film, Spectre.  Bond 
covertly flits between masses of people rev-
elling while painted as skeletons.  Well, this 
festival is real and offers an exciting alterna-
tive idea for a gap year adventure!

 Assured that the dead would be in-
sulted by mourning or sadness, Dia De Los 
Muertos instead puts emphasis on celebrat-
ing the lives of the deceased with food, drink, 
street parades and parties. 

 The festival does not encourage one 
to mourn over the concept of death but, in-
stead, recognises death as a natural part of 
the human experience, destined from birth 
- one which we will all encounter. Dia de los 
muertos does not only celebrate the lives of 
the deceased, it also is believed to reunite 
them with their loved ones, with the festivi-
ties awakening the deceased from eternal 
sleep to spend time with their families and 
friends on this special occasion. Communi-
ties will celebrate together at town squares 
and public halls and are welcoming to the 
spirits of their friends and family members 
joining them in celebration and enjoying the 
festivities. 

 Many people in Mexican culture see 
the figure of Death itself as an ‘enemy’, 
therefore they often try to mock and make 
fun of the concept of death, with posters and 
banners in the town centre which read “La 
muerte es flaca y no puede conmigo”.  This 
translates literally as “Death is weak and she 
can’t carry me”. 
Although, like any culture, Death brings feel-
ing of sorrow and woe, this festival intends 
to defeat these negative emotions by talking 
about the lives of their loved ones and remi-
niscing on funny moments and memories 
with them- in a way, it is actually a celebra-
tion of life. 
 
 Perhaps the most iconic symbol of 
the occasion is the Calacas and Calaveras 
(skeletons and skulls). You can expect to see 
these in the forms of candied sweets, dolls, 
masks and paper buntings hanging at the 
town square. 

 So if you would rather do something a 
bit different on your travels, don’t be like The 
Inbetweeners – be like Bond!

Top 3 - Places 
to visit for your 
gap year
Georgia Mullen encourages 
you to try somewhere a bit 
more exotic this summer... 

1.  The ‘Holi Festival of Colours’ 
in India and Nepal is a colourful 
celebration which takes place in 
February.  Participants spend the 
day smearing coloured powder 
all over their face and throw-
ing coloured water bombs. The 
celebration is based on ancient 
Indian tradition which celebrates 
the triumph of Good over Evil.  
Citizens gather together with a 
splash of colour and wish each 
other ‘Happy Holi!’ 

2. ‘La Tomatina’ is an annual fes-
tival held in the Valencian town 
of Buñol, located in the East of 
Spain In which participants throw 
tomatoes and Participate in a 
huge scale tomato fight, just for 
the fun of it! People from all over 
the world flock from this other-
wise sleepy town to pelt each 
other with thousands of toma-
toes.  A bizarre, messy, must see 
occasion.  Go and paint the town 
red!

 3. The ‘Rio Carnival’ in Rio De 
Janeiro, Brazil is a festival held 
before lent every year. It is con-
sidered the largest carnival in the 
world, with over 2 million people 
walking the beautiful streets to 
see the festivities which include 
dozens of bronzed Samba danc-
ers, wild parties and colour 
bombs, not to mention the beach 
parties and barbeques on the 
notoriously exquisite Brazilian 
Beaches. 



 EMILY Blunt is the main draw in the box office version of the 
best-selling thriller novel by Paula Hawkins.  Blunt plays the role of 
Rachel, the main character in the story, giving this adaptation con-
siderable star power. However, with the novel being such a huge 
hit after being realised only in January 2015, does the film version 
of The Girl on the Train live up to the expectations that have been 
generated by the novel’s success?  Well…it’s a mixed bag. 

 The Girl on the Train follows the life of Rachel, a newly di-
vorced alcoholic, who notices an unfamiliar couple which live in 
the same suburban area as her ex-husband (Justin Theroux) and 
his new wife (Rebecca Ferguson).  As she travels each day she 
starts to envision them as people she already knows. She observes 
them from the train at the same spot every day as she commutes to 
work, and Jess and Jason (as she named them) become everything 
Rachel has lost –her perfect companion. 

 However, one night, Rachel sees something which changes 
everything she thought she knew about Jess and Jason but then the 
train moves and it’s too late. Then Megan (Haley Bennett), known 
as Jess to Rachel, is found murdered. Unable to keep what she saw 
to herself, she goes to the police. With Rachel’s alcohol issues and 
unreliable stories (that not even she herself remembers clearly), will 
she be able to convince the police that she is telling the truth about 
events she has witnessed?  Things are far more complicated than 
she ever could have perceived and soon she is intertwined in the 
investigation putting Rachel’s own life at risk. 

 For the people familiar with the bestselling novel, it is acknowl-
edged that the story is set in London where Megan and Rachel’s ex-
husband Tom live in large white terrace houses. Alternatively, the film 
features estate-like housing with the film being set in America. With 
Blunt being undoubtedly English (her accent is a giveaway), it is un-
settling for someone who has read the novel that it is set in such a 
different environment with a substantial number of characters being 
American. Overall, the setting of this film was a distant departure from 

what was expected from the vivid descriptions in Hawkins’ novel.  
With this change, it feels as though something crucial to the story’s 
overall tone has been lost.

 Other than setting, the plot of the film was surprisingly ac-
curate. Those that have read the novel will know how wonderfully 
rich the detail is.  Prior to viewing, one could be forgiven for having 
difficultly imagining how the film would include all aspects of the 
novel’s intricate plot – but in this respect, it did not disappoint. From 
Megan’s murder to Rachel’s relationship with her ex-husband, the 
film covers all bases.  

 However, even though a reader of the book would manage 
to follow easily, the film’s sequencing is inconsistent and first time 
watchers will find it strenuous to follow exactly what is happening. 
Furthermore, even though Anna and Megan are supposed to look 
similar in the novel, Blunt and BennettW looked too alike making it 
hard to distinguish between both characters.  Costume and Make-
up have something to answer for here!

 With the film lasting 1hour 52minutes, it really did need to 
live up to expectations in order to keep the audience in suspense 
and gripped for the substantial length of time but, unfortunately, it 
labours over major parts of the story which robs it of intensity and 
momentum. The film is not a tragic waste of time and does include 
some credible performances.  However, the film may leave fans of 
the novel feeling a tad disappointed.

$122.4 
million

at the Box Office
Copies of the novel 

sold 

11 Million
On the New York 

best-seller list 
for 2015

Number 1

Has The Girl on the Train Missed Her Stop?

Mairi Alexander assesses Hollywood’s latest attempt to bring an acclaimed novel to the big screen 
and finds it to be less than ‘first class’    



Larbert Globetrotters - South 
Africa and India 2016

26 lucky pupils from Larbert 
High went on the cultural ad-
venture of a life-time to 
India. Accompanied by 4 
brave members of staff they 
went to explore Jaipur, Agra, 
Delhi and Varanasi.  It was 
a trip which truly broadened 
our young students’ horizons. 

There were numerous 
highlights with pupils 
awed by the sight of the 
iconic Taj Mahal, de-
lighted by a personal sari 
demonstration and over-
whelmed by the beauty of 
the Ganges on a sunrise 
cruise. An unforgettable 
experience!



 A large cohort of our senior pupils 
visited Cape Town to teach in our 
link primary school, 
Woodlands Primary. They taught for 
5 days and were involved in lessons 
for every year group. They also 
provided a taste of Scottish culture 
for the young pupils - organising a 
Ceilidh and sport’s day. 

The group also explored South Africa - 
they went on safari and managed to catch 
a view of the ‘Big 5’ - elephants, lions, 
rhinos, hippos and giraffes. As an extra 
added bonus the group also spotted a 
cheetah - a real rarity for the lucky group!

The group also engaged with the cul-
tural history of South Africa with a par-
ticularly moving experience at Rob-
ben Island. They were given a tour by 
a former in-mate who had been incar-
cerated alongside Robben Island’s 
most famous prisoner, Nelson Man-
dela. It was an incredibly rewarding 
and profound moment for our young 
travellers. 



TEENAGERS today have grown up with technology and 
haven’t known a life without it. It has been an integral part of our 
existence. However, now our relationships are being built online 
or through our phones. Keyboards and keypads are becoming 
the keys to our heart. Technology provides a method of commu-
nication but it is sadly becoming the only way to communicate 
with today’s youth; it has made one on one interaction less com-
mon and it has arguably had a negative impact on the social abili-
ties of today’s generation. 

 Technology is a great way to stay entertained but it is caus-
ing teenagers to be more and more socially withdrawn. These 
days we have the ability to communicate on websites like Face-
book, access to thousands and thousands of TV shows and clips 
on YouTube and the ability to play the latest hyper real computer 
games. Yet we are struggling to deal with an ever larger number of 
youth with social anxiety and dysfunctional family relationships. 
Non-internet users spend 12.6 more minutes on average doing 
social activities - going to parties, sporting events, and person-
to-person conversations. Internet users spend 34.3 minutes less 
than non-internet users with family and friends. Those who don’t 
switch off the computer are switching off relationships with family 
and friends.

 Technology like iPods and mobile phones make a personal 
bubble that is portable. Mobile phones create a distraction from 
real life experiences and because of their ability to be taken any-
where that distraction never goes away. I see teens texting any-
where they can and tragically I am one of them. The ability to avoid 
people rather than having to confront them has now become a 
whole lot easier than just having to cross the street. Teens text 
while having a conversation with someone else, at meal times, at 
the movies, in church and even in the classroom. This tiny piece 
of plastic may be able to let teens gain access to an endless 
amount of knowledge but it’s distracting them from learning from 
a human source, the teacher. 

 iPods also create a distraction and can send a signal that 
nearly all are aware of, earphones signal one thing: “don’t bother 
trying to talk to me”. This action is considered rude to many peo-
ple but is extremely handy when you have no time to talk and 
places to be. These bubbles are growing around teenagers and 
gradually becoming more impenetrable that ever before. 

 Although technology does have its down sides it helps to-
day’s generation stay in touch with friends that might have moved 
away. Lots of teenagers have trouble making new friends and the 
internet provides ways to meet new people through social media. 
I believe relationships formed online can be slightly eccentric but 
can become just as rich as real life relationships when given time. 
Although caution is always needed with new online relationships 
because you never know who’s on the other side of the chat. 
Another advantage to the internet is teens can be more open if 
they don’t have a chance to meet others in real life. Connecting 
with people online can go two ways: it can give you confidence 
in who you are, or it may pull you down. Knowing you don’t have 
friends in real life and resorting to making them online can make 
you feel worthless. Online relationships will either build you up or 
break you down. 

Jennifer Clark explores our increasing dependency on 
technology - and where it might go

Top Tweets from 
Larbert High Wired Up? 



Fun And Games

CLUES

Across

2. A nice green coat for winning this 
golf tournament (3, 7)
4. Author of One Flew Over the
 Cuckoo’s Nest (3, 5)
5. Fermented cabbage, popular in East-
ern Europe (10)
7. Capital of Kenya (7)

Down

1. Prefers his martini shaken (5, 4)
2. 1989, the year of her birth and her 
album title (5, 5)
3. Second planet from the sun (5)
6. Hindu festival of light (6)

Cryptic Cross

SUDOKO TOO...



GUY Fawkes Night has 
come and gone, but do we re-
ally know the history behind the 
5th of November as we celebrate 
with fireworks, bonfires and spar-
klers?

This historical night started 
with a conspiracy that is infa-
mously known as the Gunpow-
der Plot. The plot was intended 
to overthrow the government by 
blowing up the Houses of Par-
liament which started after the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth I in 
1603. As she died without chil-
dren; Mary Queen of Scot’s son, 
James, overtook the throne. The 
Roman Catholics of England 
were alarmed when they found 
out James was going to be yet 
another Protestant monarch.  
This is where an outlandish plan 
started to develop, courtesy of 
Robert Catesby.

Catesby divulged his plan to 
Guy Fawkes and his friends - only 
five of them to begin with as they 
agreed to join the conspiracy.  
Over the next few months, they 
recruited more members. The 
plan was that they would store 
vast amounts of highly explosive 
gunpowder under the Houses 
of Parliament when James was 
in attendance.  After James had 
died in the explosion, they would 
kidnap his daughter Elizabeth 
and make her the new queen. In 
time, they planned to make her 
marry a Catholic man to com-
pletely overthrow the Protestant 
monarchy. They chose the 5th 
of November as the date as this 

was the day Parliament was due 
to open after a dead nasty out-
break of the plague. 

The first step was initiated in 
May. They attempted to tunnel 
under Parliament but this part of 
the plan changed as one of the 
thirteen men managed to hire a 
cellar under the House of Lords 
where our plotters stored barrels 
of gunpowder. This saved the 
plotters a hole lot of time. 

Guy Fawkes was given the 
task of setting off the explosion, 
which made his contribution cru-
cial. In October, a Lord received 
an anonymous warning letter 
from one of the plotters. In this 
letter the Lord was warned not 
to attend the opening of Parlia-
ment as it will be a ‘terrible blow’. 
As a loyal follower of the King, he 
handed the letter in and their plan 
was suspected. On November 
1st , the King ordered an inves-
tigation to take place. Catesby 
was unaware of this and decided 
the plan would go ahead. 

On the night of the 4th, the 
King ordered a second search 
in which the cellars were inves-
tigated. Guy Fawkes was caught 
dressed as a servant and in pos-
session of matches and fuses. 
Declaring that the vault belonged 
to his master, he was still ar-
rested. Under interrogation, he 
claimed he knew nothing about 
the barrels of gunpowder, there-
fore the King authorised the use 
of torture in which he got a full 
confession.

Why Do We Remember the 
5th of November?Is ET really that sound?

OVER the past year, NASA 
scientists have become increas-
ingly excited about the prospect 
of life on Mars! This could be 
big. If even the smallest micro-
bial life is found, it proves we are 
not alone.  And what of the rest 
of our infinite universe?

For as long as man has 
looked up, he has wondered 
whether we are alone.  Our fas-
cination with the cosmos, and 
with the secrets it holds, are 
as deep-rooted as our desire 
to explore our own complex 
world.  However, as we become 
increasingly capable of explor-
ing the final frontier, one must 
ask the question – should we 
scour the universe for signs of 
intelligent extra-terrestrial life, or 
should we be tad more circum-
spect?

The SETI institution (Search 
for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) 
continues to use new technol-
ogy in a comprehensive search 
for extra-terrestrial intelligence. 
Their educational and outreach 
programmes reach out to mil-
lions of people, hoping to satisfy 
their curiosity of outer space. It 
seems as if we will never be sat-
isfied though. Whether aliens are 
hiding, a figment of our imagina-
tion, or coming to get us, our 
obsession knows no bounds.

However, SETI’s most fa-
mous member, Stephen Hawk-
ing points out that we should 
hope aliens are not going to find 
us first.  He offers two reasons; 
first is the way we treat our own 
planet, Earth: an awesome or-
biting marble of blue and white 
swirls. The only known place 
with life in the endless void of 

particles existing in space. From 
above, it looks like a peaceful 
combination of colours.  From 
below, a nightmarish scene of 
destruction, violence and rap-
idly decreasing resources. If al-
iens were to drop by, one look 
could send them fleeing, with a 
McDonald’s in one hand and an 
ice-cream in the other, if it hadn’t 
already melted in the heat of 
global warming.  Perhaps they 
have already discovered us and 
decided that we are not worth 
talking to…what a thought!

The second reason, more 
alarmingly, is the possibility of 
hostility towards us.  What if a 
more advanced civilisation de-
cided to stay and take over our 
planet in a sudden attack that 
would wipe us out completely.  
If they can find us first, presum-
ably they are far more techno-
logically advanced.  If so, what if 
they are less than benevolent? I 
dread to think!

The pathetic image of hu-
man beings watching helplessly 
as spaceships enter the atmos-
phere, as depicted in numerous 
apocalyptic films, says it all. I 
think I’d rather just stick with the 
microorganisms, thanks!

This is exactly why people 
are torn between wanting aliens 
to exist and thinking the process 
of finding out would be fatal. 
According to the Head of Nasa; 
aliens do exist. With the sheer 
number of stars out there, it is 
without doubt there are other 
life-forms in the universe, even if 
they might not be as developed 
as we are.  Let’s hope for our 
sake they are not!

In troubled political times Lauren Stevenson explores 
why we need to remember the Gunpowder Plot

As our ability to gaze outwards increases, Darcie 
Izatt considers the prospect of life beyond the 
stars...



Ray Donovan - Hollywood’s 
Under-appreciated Fixer?

 FOR four seasons, 
Ray Donovan has taken 
audiences on a tour of Hol-
lywood’s dark underbelly.  
Showtime’s story of the 
eponymous professional 
‘fixer’ for LA’s rich and fa-
mous has been essential 
viewing for 3 years now.  But 
with the fourth season hav-
ing now finished, does the 
show remain as captivating 
as in previous seasons?

 Before the Season 4 
finale, we saw Ray gather 
his family and friends to-
gether in Terry’s Gym to dis-
cuss his plan to deal with the 
Russians and the FBI. We 
saw Ray get handed all the 
evidence he needed to set 
up the Russians after Mick-
ey discovered they were 
smuggling drugs through 
their paintings, giving him an 
alternative to being a snitch 
for the FBI, which he knows 
will result in danger for him 
and his family. Meanwhile, 
over the course of the hour, 
Hector manages to win his 
big fight.  We finally see Avi 
get his revenge on Dmitri 
after a little help from Daryl 
and Ray.  All exciting stuff.   
However, the relationships 
between characters are just 
as interesting as the show’s 
complex storylines.

 
 During Season 4 we 

only saw one real client for 

Ray as a fixer – the newly 
introduced Hector Campos. 
With Hector Campos, world 
champion boxer, training in 
Terry’s gym, we finally see 
Terry happy. As well as this, 
with the developing mentor 
relationship Terry has with 
the otherwise troubled Da-
mon, it brings a bit of light 
into what was truly a dark 
season.  These relation-
ships brought a degree of 
hope to the season which, 
otherwise, may have been 
overly bleak.

 This being said, one 
of the main faults I have 
with the season was Ray 
and Mickey’s relationship. 
Throughout the full series, 
we have seen Ray’s hatred 
toward Mickey for failing 
as a father. At the end of 
the Season 3 finale, we see 
Mickey head to Las Vegas 
as he realises how much 
pain he caused his family. 
Then in Season 4 we see 
Mickey in Vegas for a very 
short time, back to his usu-
al self - planning a casino 
robbery. This lasts a few 
episodes and then Mickey 
moves back to Los Ange-
les after the robbery went 
wrong. Mickey finds out 
Ray could be going to jail 
for the Armenian mafia mur-
der and he takes the fall for 
him again. 

In an unexpected turn, 

we see Ray try his hardest 
to get Mickey out of jail and 
showed an unusual amount 
of care for him. The main 
problem I have with this is 
it works much better when 
Ray and Mickey do not get 
on.  It created excitement 
and tension whenever they 
encountered each other and 
that has changed a lot since 
the earlier seasons when 
Ray paid to try get Mickey 
killed. We never got to see 
that during this season 
which was a real shame.

 Although Season 4 
had its new relationships 
that worked well and an in-
teresting storyline with the 
return of former charac-
ters, I don’t believe that this 
was Showtime’s strongest 
season of Ray Donovan. 
Although Ray and Mickey 
getting along didn’t sit well 
with me, this wasn’t the only 
problem. There was simply 
not enough screen time for 
Daryl, Connor, Bridget and 
Bunchy – all fantastic sup-
porting characters whom 
the viewer truly cares about. 

 This being said, while 
this was not the strongest 
season, Ray Donovan re-
mains essential viewing for 
fans of thrilling modern TV 
noir, with intriguing char-
acters and no shortage of 
style.

Dylan Ferguson reviews the latest season of Ray Donovan and considers 
whether Hollywood’s favourite ‘fixer’ remains as darkly fascinating as ever

  I would ask Stuart Hogg who 
inspired him to play rugby and what 
age was he when he started? I would 
want to ask him this because he is 
one of Scotland’s best full backs ever 
alongside players like Chris Paterson 
and Gavin Hastings. I would like to 
know if another fullback inspired him or 
if it was a player in a different position 
or a family member. Stuart Hogg has 
gone onto score 22 tries in his 86 caps 
and he has 148 points to his name and 
at only 24 he has plenty of time to get 
more.

 I would also ask who is the best 
player he’s ever played with for either 
club or for country. I would ask him this 
because he plays in a terrific Glasgow 
Warriors side that has performed well 
over the last couple of years. He’s also 
played for Scotland since 2012 and 
during that time lots of good players 
have broken into the first team. I would 
want to know if he thinks a young 
player like Fynn Russell is the best 
youngster he’s seen, or if he would pick 
a more experienced player such as 
Grieg Laidlaw or Sean Lamont. 

 The next question I would ask 
Stuart Hogg would be if he would ever 
leave Glasgow and what team would 
he leave for. I would ask him this be-
cause he’s been at Glasgow for a while 
and I’d like to know if he sees himself 
spending his career there or if he would 
consider a move to another team per-
haps a struggling team where he would 
be able to help to build them up. I’d 
also be interested to see if he imagines 
his career at one of the bigger clubs in 
the pro 12 such as Munster or Cardiff 
Blues.
 
The next question I would ask him 
would be whether he would rather win 
the pro 12 with Glasgow Warriors or 
win the next 6 Nations with Scotland. I 
would ask him this because I would like 
to see what is more important to him - 
a club medal or and International title. 
With Scotland improving over the year 
I would say it’s certainly looking more 
possible that they may win an inter-
national competition than it has been 
at any other time in the last couple of 
years - I’d love to know if Stuart feels 
the same.

 

4 Questions 
for  Stuart 
Hogg
Alexander Gilchrist imagines his 
dream interview with the Scottish 
rugby star
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