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Brit or Miss?

APPROACHING the nation’s much 
loved music awards ‘The Brits’, there is 
no better time to reflect on the tears, 
tantrums and show-stopping perfor-
mances which have entertained fans for 
the past 40 years. 

Even from the first annual Brit 
Awards in 1977, held In the Wembley 
Conference Centre, London, as part of 
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee celebrations, 
the greatest-of-the-great have always 
made show. Hosted by Michael Aspel 
in a hotel conference area, the location 
was humble yet the awards great, with 
Shirley Bassey and Cliff Richard be-
ing just two iconic artists to take home 
awards. However, The Beatles stole the 
show, taking home three awards includ-
ing the Outstanding Contribution to Mu-
sic Award as well as Best British Album 
of the Year. 

The awards began in relatively 
humble fashion, however since the 
awards became annual in 1982, they 
have increased in size, popularity and 
glamour every year, and now are per-
haps one of the most highly respected 
music celebration ceremonies world-
wide. Run by the British Phonographic 
Industry and set as the British equiva-
lent to the American Grammy Awards, 
each year there can be an expected 4 
million viewers watching live.

It is fair to say that the Brit Awards 
run like a well-oiled machine, with 
smooth transitions between perfor-
mances and quirky one-liners from the 
hosts, however, like all machines, things 
can go wrong! There have been a few 
awkward encounters, arguments and 
malfunctions over the years. The 1989 
Brit Awards hosted by Samantha Fox 
and Mick Fleetwood was very poor-
ly received and annihilated by critics 
for being sloppy, with the hosts being 
highly inexperienced and unprepared, 
forgetting the itinerary of the night and 
creating awkward silences as the stars 
walked on stage.

Speaking of awkward encounters, 
remember when Adele was majorly 
grumpy with the 2011 Brit awards host 
James Cordon when accepting her Al-
bum of The Year (the most prestigious 
award of the night)? Adele was cut short 
mid-speech due to the show running 
later than scheduled. Furious Adele 
stuck her middle finger up to the host 
and walked off stage…awkward! The 
producers later apologised to Adele for 
being “insensitive” and “rude”. 

Despite these blips, the Brits have 
proven to be a huge success over the 
years, with hundreds of the world’s big-
gest artists performing their greatest 
hits. Prince made an incredible come-

back at the 2006 Brit Awards, singing 
a selection of his greatest hits which 
gained exceptional media attention. An-
other incredible Brit performance that 
just couldn’t be missed out was from 
the exceptionally talented Amy Wine-
house who belted out her famous cover 
of the hit single Valerie, with Mark Ron-
son playing the guitar alongside. 

 
Now to the present date, the 2017 

Brit awards are fast approaching and 
the line-up looks better than ever. With 
so much talent tragically lost in 2016 
including Prince and Bowie (both of 
whom had previously performed at the 
Brits) there are some big shoes to fill in 
the industry. This year, the Brits are at 
the O2 in London, and we can expect 
performances by great artists such as 
Bruno Mars and Skepta, with Dermot 
O’Leary as the rumoured host. 

I’m sure the show will be greater 
than ever. Let’s just hope there are no 
more cringe-worthy awkward moments!
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Vladimir Putin: A 
Potrait of Power
Dylan Ferguson profiles Russia’s man 
of iron and asks whether the West 
should fear him

CAN we trust Vladimir Putin?  This is a 
question that many will have asked re-
cently with all the media coverage con-
cerning the Russian leader and Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Right now, Putin along with Jinping and 
Trump are the most powerful leaders in 
the world without a doubt. But should 
we really fear Putin?

Although Russia is a democracy, it’s 
not quite as simple as that. The truth is, 
Putin is at the very top of the ladder of 
power and within this massive nation, 
this power appears to be completely 
unchecked. 

Putin grew up in Leningrad, USSR (now 
Saint Petersburg). He eventually went 
on to study law at Leningrad State Uni-
versity in 1970 and graduated in 1975. 
During his time studying law he was 
required to join the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union which he was a mem-
ber of until 1991. In 1975, he joined 
the KGB (the state’s feared security 
agency). During his time in the KGB, he 
served in both Leningrad and Dresden, 
East Germany where he became lieu-
tenant-colonel. 

After Putin served in the KGB he went 
into a career in politics. From 1990-
1994, he served as advisor on interna-
tional affairs and, within a year, he was 
being investigated by City Legislative 
Council. Putin was found to have under-

stated prices and despite the investiga-
tors recommending that he be fired from 
his position, he wasn’t and remained 
head of the Committee for External 
Relations until 1996. On December 
31st 1999, Putin was elected president 
of Russia and, since then, has served 
as president apart from a brief period 
between 2008 - 2012 due to Russian 
laws not allowing a president to run 
any longer than two consecutive terms. 
This, of course, did not spell the end for 
Putin’s time at the top.

It is also very difficult to campaign or 
show your dislike for Putin. One of the 
main reasons for this is the laws he has 
put in place. For example, any blog-
ger with over 3000 daily readers must 
be registered by the authorities.  He 
blocked Wikipedia for a short period 
to “protect children”. Finally, the most 
important people tend not to protest or 
criticise him.  While no concrete evi-
dence has been presented that Putin 
has sought to eliminate political rivals, 
rumours persist.  Recently, opposition 
leader Boris Nemtsov was fatally shot 
in the back 4 times outside the Kremlin 
walls. 

While this may show his power among 
fellow Russians, how does this affect 
us living outside of Russia? His conflict 
with Ukraine could interpreted as him 
trying to establish a “Greater Russia” 
while it could be argued that sending 
troops over to Syria has only made mat-
ters there worse.
And then there’s Trump. Trump and Pu-
tin seem to have a cordial relationship. 
This may not be as good as it sounds. It 

has been suggested by some in the me-
dia that Putin may be controlling Trump 
like a puppet in a Cold War fantasy. 
Although this is simply conjecture and 
opinion, it certainly makes you wonder 
why Putin gets along so well with Trump 
compared to other American leaders. 
Could this be down to Putin thinking 
Trump is weak? If so, what does this 
suggest about Putin’s aspirations for 
Russia and the global power dynamic?

So how worried should we be? Although 
Putin is a very powerful leader who is 
feared by many, the thing is, there’s 
not much to worry about. Putin may 
come across as ruthless and relentless 
but he knows better than to attack the 
likes of Britain or the USA. Russia itself 
isn’t in great shape economically and 
is struggling due to the fall in oil prices 
which Russia relies heavily on which, in 
turn, limits their power if they were to 
become aggressive. And then there’s 
NATO.  If Russia was crazy enough to 
attack any of the countries in NATO, 
they are effectively going to war with all 
of them. 

Putin hasn’t done anything remarkably 
crazy but we shouldn’t just ignore him. 
He is only 63 and will most likely stay 
in power for a while.  Despite Russia’s 
economic problems, Putin remains the 
undisputed ruler of a massive nation 
and although it is very unlikely that he 
will look to cause any major conflict with 
NATO members, this doesn’t mean he 
can’t cause problems in the west.
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Aiden McKeever discusses the current woes of the Labour 
Party and the failure of the man in charge. 

Time to Bin Corbyn?

The Labour party is going through one of the 
worst periods of its history. The party is split 
in half mainly due to the leadership of Jeremy 
Corbyn. On one side are the members, the 
Labour supporters. On the other are the MPs. 
The members backed Corbyn in the recent 
leadership election, but it was the MPs who 
forced this after a vote of no confidence in the 
Labour leader. 

 The main issue for MPs is that the likeli-
hood of Jeremy Corbyn becoming Prime Min-
ister is very slim. His indecisiveness and lack 
of leadership is ultimately a recipe for trou-
ble. The party is close to splitting in two due 
to the disunity. The MPs put in a vote of no 
confidence, with a landslide of 172 votes to 
40. After refusing to resign, despite losing the 
support of his MPs, Angela Eagle and Owen 
Smith challenged Corbyn to a leadership bat-
tle. Angela Eagle later dropped out so Owen 
Smith could pose a bigger challenge.

 There are many reasons why Corbyn is 
controversial, the main one being his involve-
ment in the EU referendum, or rather his non-
involvement. Being the leader of a party you 
have to project your and your party’s thoughts, 
and that’s something he didn’t do. The Labour 
party wanted to stay in the European Union, 
but Labour and Corbyn weren’t influential 
throughout the campaign. His party wanted 
him to take a leading role in the campaign, 
as Labour are of course the second biggest 
party in Britain. If you are competing to be in 
government, you have to show that you can 
be influential and lead, and that’s something 

that didn’t happen.  Also there is now a 67% 
chance of another UK economic crisis, and 
Jeremy Corbyn would not be most people’s 
first choice to clean the mess up.

 But it’s not all Corbyn’s fault. There have 
been several allegations of anti-Semitism in 
the party. These allegations have divided the 
party and heaped more pressure on Corbyn 
as his leadership skills are questioned once 
again. These allegations unfolded when Brad-
ford MP Naz Shah posted anti-Semitic views 
on social media. She posted these while she 
wasn’t an MP, but they have been uncovered. 
She has also been accused of writing “The 
Jews are rallying” on her Facebook. Further 
allegations have been made about former 
mayor of London Ken Livingstone.   

 To add to the turmoil, Clive Lewis has 
resigned as shadow business secretary. He 
was the favourite to be the next labour leader, 
but resigned after he joined 50 MPs voting 
against triggering Brexit negotiations. He was 
previously tipped by Corbyn to be a potential 
Labour leader. 
So to sum up, the Labour party has a con-
cerning future in many respects; it’s unclear 
what will happen with regards to their impor-
tance, leadership and also their supporters as 
many former members are going elsewhere 
amid this crisis. What the future holds for La-
bour remains uncertain.
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How to de-stress 
before your exams 
Darcie Izatt offers advice on 
avoiding exam stress-mess

Battling those dreaded 
assignments, language 
speaking exams, and 
struggling to get that art 
folio finished all before 
Easter? Feeling like there 
is never enough time to 
do anything and con-
stantly in a panic? Here 
are four top tips for re-
laxing amid the turmoil of 
senior life.
 

Make the time you do 
have productive. What-
ever it is that distracts 
you, e.g. your phone, get 
rid of it and focus for a 
couple of hours. Then 
you can relax knowing 
you have done some-
thing worthwhile that 
day.
Have a good night’s 
sleep. It goes without 
saying that it is easier to 
concentrate if you do.

Put aside time every day 
to unwind. Read your fa-
vourite book, exercise, or 
take a bubble bath. Treat 
yourself and forget about 
exams for a while.
Get in the right mind-set: 
consider meditation or 
find a motivational quote 
to encourage you in your 
pursuit for success.



“I’m not a psychopath. I’m a high-functioning sociopath. Do 
your research.”

As he exhibited his amazing genius by rhyming off millions 
of facts about a stranger he had only just met, the Sherlock 
Holmes in season one, played by Benedict Cumberbatch in the 
BBC drama, created a new sense of respect in the viewers’ 
minds. Seven years later, the 21st century Sherlock Holmes  
has returned once more ,recapturing our attention just as much 
as the avid readers, who more than a century ago, read the 
first detective novels published by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The 
highly awaited new season four, which is almost certainly the 
last, was released in January. Long awaited by fans, the season 
was hyped up but did it live up to expectations? Opinions are 
divided.

First impressions did not look promising. Darker, much more 
frightening and lacking humour, the first episode was merely 
used as a way to get rid of the super-imposing Mary, whose 
quick-thinking wits left Watson trailing behind and disrupted the 
Sherlock and Watson partnership that worked so well in earlier 
seasons. After some rather James Bond like action which many 
people have criticised even though Sherlock Holmes does fight 
in the books, Sherlock takes over again in the second instal-
ment: ‘The Lying Detective’ .This episode improved things a 
little, introducing an extremely creepy villain as well as fixing the 
divide between Sherlock and Watson that had occurred after 
Mary’s death. Ending on a cliff-hanger involving Sherlock’s ran-
dom sister, Eurus, who pops up to add another final twist, the 
addition of a third member of the Holmes family leads us into 
the next episode with some curiosity. 

But The-
Final Problem’, episode 3, ended with the lowest ever audi-
ence figures, evidence of the season’s overall failure. We see 
the detective unravel elaborate problem after problem in a 
fight to beat the tests his evil sister, who lacks all humanity, 
has made him tackle. Sherlock’s fight with emotion and death 
creates a heart-stopping, tense entertainment, punctuated with 
lots of drama that reveals the hidden secrets of Sherlock’s past 
that even he cannot seem to remember, details which included 
Eurus’s murder of his childhood friend. Of course, the season 
could not be complete without a glimpse of Moriarty (who is 
still dead, despite what you might think) in pre-recorded foot-
age, haunting Sherlock as he tries to make the decision be-
tween killing Watson or Mycroft.

The last part of the episode attempted to tie up all the loose 
ends in a positive way, as if it were to be the final end to the en-
tire series. The Sherlock who played the violin returned, playing 
to his sister after reconciliation and the final montage happily 
included most of the Sherlock cast, back at Baker Street hav-
ing a great time solving mysteries. However, as a whole, season 
four has been a weird one, not really answering our questions 
about Molly’s love for Sherlock or any bigger issues. Despite 
the high-quality performances from the actors, the season was 
disjointed and confusing for us viewers who are on the same 
page as Watson-always twelve steps behind Holmes. Com-
pared to the first few seasons, this was a big disappointment 
and it would probably be better to round the series off now 
before another one ruins things any further. But, thankfully, one 
fact remains constant: Sherlock always solves the case for us.

IMAGE BY FAT LES (WIKIMEDIA)

A case too far?

Darcie Izatt provides her appraisal of Season 4 of Sherlock. SPOILERS (you have been warned!)



The Art of the Photograph
After being shortlisted for the Young 
Herb Photographer 2016 competi-
tion, Megan Brown has excelled with 
landscape photographs. Megan has 
decided to exlusively take photgraphs 
of various Scottish landmarks at night 
after having difficulty finding such im-
ages. 

Within her photograph of the Falkirk 
Wheel pictured left Megan shows ex-
cellent camera handling to show the 
spectacular reflection. 

Danielle Blyth (S4) reflects on her childhood 
memories of running around the grounds in 
Airth woods through a range of macro and 
landscape photography. Danielle has created 
a series of photographs that are aesthetically 
evaluative.

She plans on developing her work in photo-
shoots to come by creating joiner pictures in 
the style of David Hockney. Her aim is show-
ing that although time passes her memories 
of the beautiful landscape are as vivid as ever. 



The two photographs below of Dollar Glen and North 
Sannox Burn have been taken by S4 photographer and 
landscape enthusiast Joseph Parker. Joseph’s use of 
ND filters and interest in long shutter speeds allow him 
to soften the fast moving waterfalls that make up his 
subjects. Josepth aims to take more intereprative pho-
tographs in the future by making use of props to create 
photographic narratives and sequences. 

Joseph has been inspired by the minimialistic nature 
of the work of contemporary photographer Michael 
Kenna, who is known for producing images with expo-
sures as long as 10 hours. In response Joseph plans 
to take Black and White photographs with extensive 
exposures. 

Niamh Cloughly (S6) explores the theme of ballet 
within her Higher photography portfolio by exploring 
both classic and modern interpretations. Her studio 
style photographs are both technically proficient and 
show how ballet dancers express different styles. 
Niamh has taken influence from the work of Jon Ap-
plegate .

Josh Hale (S4) has been exploring the theme of ‘ex-
tremes meet’ through his photographs taken at various 
costal locations in Scotland. The image to the right was 
taken at south Queensferry and is a prime example of 
Josh’s ability to compose shots through expert use of 
leading lines. Josh has a profound interest in sailing and 
the coast and uses photography as a vehicle to express 
his love for Scotland’s coastline.

Josh has been heavily inspired by the black and white 
photographs of Tim Harvey, who represents various loca-
tions in the UK. 



TO celebrate Chinese New Year, Larbert High recently gave special fo-
cus to one of our language subjects - Mandarin.  

On the 13th of January, a Mandarin Day was organised for fi rst year pu-
pils to gain a wider understanding of not only Chinese culture, but also the 
many diff erent benefi ts of learning Mandarin.  From creative aspects such 
as origami and kite-making, to learning the martial art Thai Chi and how to 
make traditional Chinese cuisine, the day covered many aspects of the Chi-
nese culture.      

The fi rst opportunity lined up for the pupils was an introduction to the 
Mandarin language. Basic phrases were taught to the pupils by our own 
higher pupils such as ‘hello, how are you?’ and ‘what is your name?’  This 
gave the pupil an introduction to what the subject of Mandarin might in-
clude. The class also included activities such as puppet shows and learning 
about the Chinese zodiac.  

Next the pupils were given the opportunity to express their creative side 
in kite-making and origami. Chinese kites were made from bamboo sticks, 
ribbon and paper which were decorated with Chinese fl owers and patterns.  
Origami was led by one of our pupils, Nigel, who demonstrated to the pu-
pils how to make diff erent origami designs such as hearts and cranes. He 
also brought in his own personal origami swan to inspire other pupils to try 
out the hobby for themselves. The fi rst years also got to decorate their own 
Chinese face masks in addition to the origami which are traditionally worn 
during the time of the Chinese New Year. 

A Thai Chi session was also part of the activities where they learnt dif-
ferent moves from the traditional martial art. These included punching and 
blocking techniques which the pupils practiced with the help of three pro-
fessionals. The professionals also demonstrated more complex moves to 
the pupils to give them an insight into what Thai Chi involves at a more 
advanced level. 

The pupils also had the opportunity to learn about Chinese cuisine. This 
workshop included a Chinese student from Strathclyde who showed the pu-
pils how to make spring rolls and dumplings. Luckily for the pupils, they also 
got to try these foods once they had been made and could ask the student 
questions about what life is like in China. 

In addition to Mandarin Day, one of our 6th year pupils, Ana Scougall, 
was accepted to go and live in China for a year as part of a scholarship. This 
is a huge opportunity as you can imagine - one of which demonstrated to 
the pupils the many benefi ts of Mandarin and what it could potentially off er 
them in the future. Overall the pupils enjoyed a day of Chinese culture and 
were inspired to explore more about the language and maybe even consider 
studying Mandarin in their later years at school. 
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Mairi Alexander describes how Chinese culture was 
recently celebrated at LHS

Top Tweets from 
Larbert High

Mandarin Day at Larbert High
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The end of the world is near! …
According to a panel of scientists 
who work with the Chicago-based 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists; and 
we all know that scientists are 
always right. In 1947 this group 
created a symbolic clock – The 
Doomsday Clock – to represent 
how close the apocalypse is. Nev-
er heard of it? Not to worry, here’s 
how it works: due to the events 
occurring in the world during the 
year we either move the minute 
hand closer or further away from 
midnight. The minute hand on the 
clock is a metaphor for how vul-
nerable the world is deemed to be 
from catastrophe. And midnight 
symbolises ‘Doomsday’. Every 
year the minute hand is discussed 
to be moved, sometimes it stays in 
place for a few years. 

So no, it’s not quite like the 
Doomsday Device in the black 
comedy classic Dr. Strange or: 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Love the Bomb that will cause 
radiation to disperse and make 
earth inhabitable due to a nucle-
ar bomb. We might not hear the 
definitive ‘Gentlemen, you can’t 
fight in here. This is the war room!’ 
quote, but we can count on The 
Doomsday Clock to prepare the 
world for the worst scenario.

2015 was the most recent 
time the minute hand was moved, 
it being as close as 3 minutes to 
midnight. That was until now. It 
has been decided that the min-
ute hand should move thirty sec-
onds closer, doomsday only loom-
ing a metaphorical 2.5 minutes 
away. Scary, right? This is all due 
to many different global issues. A 
scientist from the Bulletin board 
said: “Disturbing comments about 
the use and proliferation of nuclear 
weapons made by Donald Trump, 
as well as the expressed disbelief 

in the overwhelming scientific con-
sensus on climate change by both 
Trump and several of his cabinet 
appointees, affected the Board’s 
decision.” Although this comes 
only days after the inauguration of 
the new US president, it’s nice to 
hear that Donald Trump isn’t the 
only issue contributing towards the 
end of the world. None the less, 
it’s still frightening that the Wot-
sit is the main focus of reasoning. 
But who knows how doomsday 
will occur? We don’t have a crys-
tal ball that can look into the future 
and see Trump himself launching 
us to the apocalypse. After all, Sci-
entists did once believe a new Ice 
Age would be the end for us, but 
I’m still waiting for The Day After 
Tomorrow to become a reality.

However, the closest the clock 
has ever been to midnight was in 
1953 when it was at two-minutes 
to midnight. This was triggered 
by the US testing their hydrogen 
bombs which scared the scien-
tists into thinking the end could 
be near. Something new is usu-
ally scary especially when nuclear 
bombs are involved… Of course 
the scientists have every right to 
believe the world would end with a 
big bang. But, here we are 64 years 
later still as close to the end of the 
world as we were. Look how silly 
that makes scientists look now. As 
much as they love to determine 
statistics of how long the earth will 
live, their results are never really 
correct. They cannot determine 
how soon the apocalypse will oc-
cur. So unless Donald Trump or 
Vladimir Putin wants to obliterate 
us all to our doom, including their 
own, I think we might just make it 
through the year.

IMAGE BY NATIONAL NUCLEAR  
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Apocalypse Now?Was going plastic too 
drastic?

THE new Bank of England £5 
note has come with many benefits. 

For example, they are more hy-
gienic and have resulted in a reduc-
tion in the number of trees being 
chopped to down, which are used for 
the old-style paper notes. The notes 
are generally considered to be more 
long-lasting and durable. However as 
usual, like many things these days, 
this innovation has become the sub-
ject of controversy.  For many of us, 
our only concern when using the new 
notes will be whether the one in our 
hand is one of the few with a rare and 
valuable serial number.  However, for 
others, it is the very composition of 
the note itself that will prove problem-
atic.

With a further study into the 
production of these notes, it was dis-
covered that these notes included a 
substance known as beef tallow, used 
in things such as candles and soap. 
Tallow is a substance which comes 
from animal fat or mutton. The simple 
use of this has made many vegans 
and vegetarians outraged at the idea 
of using animal products in the new 
fivers.

Royal Bank of Scotland, Bank of 
Scotland and Clydesdale Bank have 
all confirmed that their notes contain 
no animal fat – unlike the Bank of Eng-
land’s version.

Many vegetarians and vegans 
feel their rights and views have not 
been considered, including feeling as 
though they don’t have a choice in 
using these notes or not. Several re-
ligious people have also experienced 
the disadvantages of these fivers, in-
cluding Hindus whose religion views 
cows as sacred and therefore they are 
unable to use these fivers. Some re-
ligious leaders have considered ban-
ning these notes from their religious 
temples. 

In fact, the use of tallow has cre-
ated so much outrage that several 
people created a petition urging for 
the making of the fivers to be withheld 
until they changed the use of tallow 
in them. The petition stated, “The new 
£5 notes contain animal fat in the form 
of tallow. This is unacceptable to mil-

lions of vegans and vegetarians, Hin-
dus, Sikhs and Jains in the UK. We 
demand that you cease to use animal 
products in the production of curren-
cy that we have to use.” Many people, 
who feel the use of tallow is unethical, 
signed it, leading the petition to have 
over 90,000 signatures raising aware-
ness of their thoughts on the animal 
exploitation.

Angry vegans and vegetarians 
sparked this petition after discover-
ing, that the banks had realised that 
these new notes were not as vegan 
friendly as they had originally thought. 
And after this was let known to the 
public, it almost instantly caused a 
reaction through social media. Show-
ing how offended certain vegans and 
vegetarians really were. However, de-
spite the anger and hurt feelings from 
vegans and vegetarians, there was 
only a minute amount of this animal 
fat found after the polymer substanc-
es were further considered. It was dis-
covered that there was only 0.003% 
of animal fat found in each bank note.  

The amount in each new fiver 
had been calculated this way: the 
average weight of one cow is about 
910kg and only 25% of this weight 
is the fat stored in the cow which 
would weigh around 227.5kg. This 
fat which is used in the substance 
tallow has been used very sparingly 
in the production of the polymer for 
the new fivers. This shows that the 
£1,645,000,000 worth of £5 notes in 
circulation contain less than a full cow 
for the millions of notes printed.

So are people fretting over noth-
ing? Should it really cause concern 
if less than one whole cow is used? 
Whether one believes that such strong 
reactions are justified or not, it doesn’t 
stop the fact that their voices have 
been heard and the bank of England, 
for one, have reconsidered their poly-
mer chain and are looking for alter-
natives to the tallow used in the new 
notes.  Whether The Bank of England 
find an alternative for this particular 
substance or not, what seems certain 
is that plastic notes are set to become 
more and more common.

Lauren Stevenson discusses the Doomsday Clock and 
whether the gig could be up for mankind

Lucy Kolle outlines some of the issues that have 
arisen with the introduction of plastic notes.



LHS Question Time

BREXIT sparked talks of 
a second independence ref-
erendum.  Trump became 
the new POTUS. Domestic 
violence was shown to be on 
the increase.  Looking back 
at a crazy 2016, Larbert High 
School recently held its very 
own Question Time to dis-
cuss the ins and outs of it, 
while raising money for a good 
cause.

The Politics WAO (Wider 
Achievement Opportunity), led 
by Mr Johnston, organised the 
event in support of the White 
Ribbon Campaign -   a global 
eff ort of men working to end 
male violence against wom-
en.  The event was a roaring 
success, raising £200 for the 
campaign, with a further £200 
coming from other donations.

Pupils set out inviting an 
array of high profi le politicians, 
local author Alan Bissett, and 
even Capital radio presenter 
Brad Yule.

Nicola Sturgeon’s talk 
about a second Scottish In-
dependence Referendum was 
the fi rst topic which was dis-
cussed. Unsurprisingly, Angus 
MacDonald (SNP) was the fi rst 
to jump to Sturgeon’s defence 
and give a reason as to why, as 
a result of Brexit, this was now 
an even more attractive option 
for Scotland.  Monica Lennon 
(Labour) and Malcom Nicol 
(Conservative) were quick to 
retort, repeating the “once in 
a generation” rhetoric, argu-
ing that the idea didn’t have 
nearly as much support from 

the public or other parties as 
SNP would like to believe. 

UKIP’s David Coburn was 
also eager to make his opinion 
on the matter heard, saying 
we should stop “waffl  ing” on 
about a second referendum.  
Other panellists found irony 
in Coburn’s words when they 
accused him of “waffl  ing on” 
about Greece’s economic cri-
sis before he swiftly manoeu-
vred the conversation onto the 
apparently limitless cons of 
the European Union. 

Next up was Trump: the 
antithesis of many millenni-
als’ dream president. Unsur-
prisingly, Lennon didn’t hold 
back when attacking the glib 

nature of the United States’ 
new president, criticising him 
for inciting violence and fear. 
It wasn’t just Lennon who 
proved to be reluctant for Brit-
ain to form any ties with Trump 
in the future. Chris Marsh 
(Green Party) was especially 
critical because of Trump’s 
ignorance surrounding global 
warming. 

On the other hand, Co-
burn spoke extensively about 
the benefi cial nature of a trade 
deal with Trump, arguing that 
it would be exceedingly ben-
efi cial for the British economy 
as America has the largest 

GDP in the world. 

The panel was also ques-
tioned about domestic vio-
lence. At least 1 in 5 women 
in Scotland will experience 
it in their lifetime, and Mac-
Donald argued that that’s 1 
in 5 women too many.  It was 
also acknowledged that while 
women are the victims of the 
majority of domestic violence 
cases, they can still initiate it. 
Unfortunately this is often ig-
nored, and was not addressed 
by the panel until a question 
from the audience prompted 
them to talk about male vic-
tims. Nicol emphasised that 
far fewer cases of domestic 
violence occur in which men 
are the victims, however, this 
does not mean that it is any 
less of a problem and that vio-
lence is violence; the gender 
of the victim, or how often it 
occurs, is irrelevant.  

Refl ecting on an impres-
sive night, Mr Johnston, event 
organiser, said ““Overall, to-
night was a success.  We set 
out with two aims: to increase 
pupil engagement with Poli-
tics within LHS and to increase 
awareness of Domestic Abuse 
and I believe we achieved 
both these aims.  The pupils 
of the Politics WAO should be 
immensely proud of how this 
evening turned out – a lot of 
hard work and planning has 
went into making this evening 
the success that it was.  We 
are looking forward to organ-
ising another QT in the not too 
distant future.”

Esme O’Donnell refl ects on the events of our fi rst Larbert High Question Time 
and some of the heated poltical debate of the evening...

Ronda Rousey’s fall from grace was the 
most unanticipated moment in MMA his-
tory however; she’ll still go down in the 
books for putting women’s UFC fi rmly on 
the map. 

Previous to MMA, Rousey was an Olym-
pic world champion in Judo; at just 
17, she qualifi ed for the 2004 Olympic 
Games, becoming the youngest judoka 
in the entire Games. She took the Judo 
world by storm and soon moved onto 
MMA – beginning her journey to becom-
ing the world’s most celebrated female 
fi ghter of all time. Previous to her fi ght 
against Holly Holm, and the 48 second 
carnage against Amanda Nunes, 11 out 
of Rousey’s 12 professional fi ghts ended 
inside the fi rst round; she was the unde-
feated and undisputed champion of the 
women’s bantamweight division. She 
may have gone from being the world’s 
deadliest woman to someone MMA is 
trying its hardest to move on without 
within 14 months, but should we forget 
about Ronda “Rowdy” Rousey? Frankly, 
the answer is no.

Rousey dominated the previously male 
orientated sport; challenging the “you 
fi ght like a girl” rhetoric and encouraging 
a generation of girls to take up martial 
arts. She was vicious and fearless and 
it was this that led her on to being a role 
model for so many women around the 
world. The renowned star was fi rm in her 
belief that if you were passionate enough 
you could achieve whatever you put your 
mind to. And even more fi rm in her views 
on body image. She was frequently 
criticised for having a “masculine” body 
but hit back at comments as ferociously 
as she would in the ring. UFC president 
Dana White said she was “the greatest 
athlete I’ve ever worked with. With her, 
it’s like the Tyson era, like, how fast is 
she gonna destroy somebody, and in 
what manner? Ronda’s one in a million.” 
Rousey she wasn’t one of the best fe-
male fi ghters of all time; she was one of 
the best fi ghters of all time, and for that 
she should never be forgotten.  
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Octa-Gone!
Esme O’Donnell considers the legacy of Ronda 
Rousey and why she should be remembered as 
a pioneer in women’s sport.
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