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Heroes Remembered 

2016 has not been an easy 
year. I could easily pick any 
number of things to moan about 
- and anyone who has spent 
even just a few minutes in one 
of my classes will know that I 
love a good moan! However, I’m 
not here to rant about Trump or 
Brexit - there is plenty of that 
in every newspaper around the 
country (including this one!). In-
stead, I’m here to talk about the 
loss of some of our greatest art-
ists, musicians and actors which 
I think we’ll feel long after we’ve 
forgotten the political scandals 
and surprises of the year. I want 
to remember their lives, lives 
which have been well-lived and 
filled with creativity and passion; 
I want to praise their talent and 
hard work and I want to shout 
about the joy and happiness that 
they’ve given me through their 
work. 

The year began with the en-
tirely unexpected loss of one of 
rock and pop’s greatest icons, 
David Bowie. Bowie was an un-
questionable musical genius, a 
fantastic writer and a ceaseless-
ly inventive artist. Beginning his 
career in the late 1960s, Bowie 

spent the next 40 years con-
stantly reinventing himself - he 
refused to stand still as a per-
former and both his image and 
his music moved with the times. 

The music of David Bowie 
always meant a huge amount to 
me. However, as a child, my first 
real encounter with Bowie was 
not through his music but through 
his acting career, specifically his 
lead role in the 1980s children’s 
fantasy film Labyrinth. In that film 
he played the terrifying Goblin 
King and I remember being both 
horrified and intrigued by him - 
he seemed entirely believable as 
the ruler of a fantasy world but I 
found it very hard to believe that 
there was a real person playing 
him. Later, in my teens, I began 
to properly explore Bowie’s real 
talent. I remember the first time 
I listened to the track Sound and 
Vision from the 1977 album Low 
- I was completely blown away 
by the simple beauty of the mu-
sic. It sounded like nothing I’d 
ever heard before, an experi-
ence which was repeated every 
time I listened to new music from 
Bowie. 

However, the loss of David 
Bowie was not the final tragedy 
of 2016. In April the world was 
shocked to learn of the death of 
one of music’s true originals - 
Prince. One of the biggest stars 
of the 1980s, Prince had a series 
of huge international hits with 
songs like Purple Rain, When 
Doves Cry and 1999. He was a 
phenomenally gifted musician 
and multi-instrumentalist and 
was renowned for putting on 
amazing live performances - his 
gig at the SSE Hydro in Glasgow 
was easily one of the best gigs 
I’ve ever been to. 

Prince and David Bowie 
were just two of the great talents 
lost in 2016 and I could easily 
write paragraphs of praise for 
many of those other performers 
too - actors Alan Rickman and 
Gene Wilder, comedians Caro-
line Aherne and Victoria Wood, 
radio DJ Terry Wogan, boxing 
champion Muhammad Ali. How-
ever, rather than do that, I want 
to encourage you to go out and 
explore the work of these in-
credible talents - maybe they’ll 
inspire you to your own heroic 
accomplishments!

Lucy Kolle

Mr Naidoo discusses some of the great talents lost in 2016... and why we’ll miss them.

Jennifer Clark

Darcie Izatt

Georgia Mullen

Lauren Stevenson



TRUMPLAND, USA - 
The Land of the Free 
and the Home of the 
Brave?

Mairi Alexander outlines some of the 
changes that the Trump administration 
may bring

DONALD Trump and Hillary Clinton have ar-
guably created the largest contrast in terms 
of their policies and morals in the history of 
any US election. 

 Over the course of this year, Trump 
has been well known for his extremely inap-
propriate comments and actions towards 
women and individuals of different races 
and religions. It was assumed that Clinton 
was widely perceived to be the ‘lesser of 
two evils’ (as most polls seemed to indicate) 
however, evidently these predictions were 
inaccurate. 

 But as Trump prepares to settle 
down in the White House, the question is, 
apart from his views on immigration (‘build 
that wall!’) do the American people really 
understand the changes that are expected 
to be seen over the course of the next four 
years? 

 There is expected to be significant 
changes in Trump’s first year in the White 
House, firstly in regards to NATO. The North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization is the biggest 
military alliance in the world and the USA 
is one of the biggest contributors, out of 
the 28 state members, to the organisa-
tion.  Trump has openly spoken out about 
the members of NATO being ungrateful to 
the USA’s contribution to the protection of 
their countries and not having a fair input 
in terms of money. He has suggested that 

if these countries do not start contributing 
to the defence system more often, the US 
will consider leaving NATO. This would, in 
turn, have a devastating effect on smaller 
countries safety against terrorism and other 
conflicts. 

 With the possible exit from NATO, we 
may see the US have closer ties to Russia. 
President Vladimir Putin and Trump have 
openly shared their views on one another, 
both speaking in glowing terms. With Oba-
ma as president, Russia and America have 
had a fraught relationship, especially in re-
gards to the Syrian Civil War. While a more 
amiable relationship between the two pow-
ers is, in itself, no bad thing, many in the US 
(and elsewhere) are concerned about the 
US adopting a softer approach with regards 
to Russia and foreign policy.

 Such a potential shift in diplomatic 
relations is not the only thing about a Trump 
administration that is causing widespread 
anxiety.  Climate change is having an even 
more significant effect on our generation 
every year. However, Trump appears to be 
blind to the effects of global warming as 
he describes it as ‘fictional’ and claims the 
whole idea of climate change was invented 
by the Chinese so that the US limits its 
industrial output. Trump’s plans include the 
increased use of coal burning and a large 
cut in funding for energy efficient green pro-
jects. Although the US could be better off in 
terms of the energy they produce from coal, 
the effects of this will be devastating for not 
only the world today but future generations 
to come.  If the president-elect is as good 

as his word on this one, then the next four 
years could represent a serious regression 
in the fight against global warming.

 The healthcare system is also ex-
pected to have a huge ‘revamp’. In the near 
future it is expected that Obamacare will be 
completely repealed and replaced with a 
‘health saving account’. In terms of Trump’s 
tax plan, it involves the decrease of the 
number of tax brackets. Instead of the cur-
rent seven brackets, this will lower to just 
three. While this will benefit some Ameri-
cans, larger families may actually see their 
tax rates going up, causing serious hard-
ship.  While Obamacare has its fair share 
of critics, it should be noted that the law 
has caused a significant reduction in the 
number and percentage of people without 
health insurance.
 
 Trump’s plans go far beyond his 
extreme views on immigration. But as we 
head into 2017, Americans (and in some 
respects, everyone else) should be brac-
ing themselves for vast changes because 
‘change’ will not begin and end with a wall.



Lauren Stevenson reviews one of the most anticipated film adaptations 
of the year

Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them: the same old magic?

EDDIE Redmayne is the big star of the lat-
est blockbuster release from the Harry Potter 
universe.  Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them has pulled in $226.7 million worldwide 
(£179.77 million) rendering it a considerable 
commercial success.  This is perhaps unsur-
prising given the fantasy world to which the 
story belongs, but just how good is Warner 
Bros prequel to the much loved Harry Potter 
film series?

 The film is partly based on the story of 
a book that is used as a textbook for beasts, 
creatures, and monsters at Hogwarts, with 
particular attention given to author Newt Sc-
amander (Redmayne). Has this new film se-
ries pleased the Harry Potter fans and done 
justice to the legacy of The-Boy-Who-Lived? 
Our queries have definitely been put to rest.
J.K. Rowling has given us a new and differ-
ent side to the wizarding world by taking us 
across the Atlantic Ocean. Set in the 1920s, 
Brit Newt Scamander travels to New York 
with a briefcase filled with magical beasts. 
With the same director as most of the Harry 
Potter films, David Yates, we can clearly see 
the essence of Harry Potter has been cap-
tured. Although the trailer shows us a clum-
sy, socially awkward Newt running around 
New York with his new friends to catch his 
beasts, there is a whole other plot you would 
might not be expecting. The film takes a turn 
for the dark, leading you round shady cor-
ners of the city as witches and wizards strive 
to hide their magic abilities from the ‘muggle’ 
(no-maj to the Americans) world.

 

There’s a lingering feeling of Hogwarts flying 
around the whole film, fitting in with the Harry 
Potter series flawlessly but still managing to 
pursue its own unique vision and storyline. 
It manages to develop an already well-made 
magical world.

 With the film intended to have four se-
quels and the debut of Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child at the West End, it seems that 
the boy wizard has taken over the world, but 
this break from the same characters has cre-
ated diversity for the series. With no Volde-
mort, the Potters or the Weasleys, we are 
completely cut off from this era apart from 
the brief mention of Albus Dumbledore and 
Hogwarts. We are instead introduced to a 
completely new school with new house sys-
tems at Ilvermorny, the American School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry. 
 
 J.K. Rowling and David Yates have 
managed to effectively broaden the fantasy 
world in a way that only she could have im-
agined, throwing our world into a new wiz-
arding frenzy that Harry Potter fans cannot 
resist wanting to be part of.

Top 3 - Unbearably 
Embarrassing 
Christmas Songs
Georgia Mullen considers 
some festive guilty pleasures

1. John Denver- Please, Daddy 
(Don’t get Drunk on Christmas)

‘Please daddy don’t get Drunk 
this Christmas
I don’t wanna see my Mumma 
cry’ 

Nothing highlights the beauty 
and cheer of the festive season 
like a young boy pleading with 
his drunken father to stay so-
ber around the tree, and not fall 
asleep under it. 

      
2. The Jackson Five- I Saw Mommy 
Kissing Santa Claus

‘Then I saw mommy tickle Santa 
Claus
Underneath his beard so snowy 
white
O, what a laugh it would have 
been 
If Daddy had only seen 
Mommy kissing Santa Claus last 
night’

This one really makes me cringe. 
The Jacksons were branded cool 
and authentic for their day, until 
they embarrassed the nation with 
their tales of their mother’s an-
tics. Cringe! 

3. Britney Spears- My Only Wish This 
Year 

‘Santa can you hear me?
I have been so good this year
And all I want is one thing
Tell me my true love is near’

Christmas is about festive cheer 
and family, so please Britney, 
don’t dim it down to an embar-
rassingly (but admittedly catchy) 
mindless love song.



A MISOGYNIST is the president of the “free world”, xeno-
phobia is rife and minorities are still the subject of endless dis-
crimination; it’s fair to say 2016 hasn’t been a great year. 

Perhaps it’s been overshadowed by the political chaos, but 
it’s not exactly been a great year for feminism. The list of nega-
tive connotations attached to the movement has grown in size 
and is distracting people from what it is actually all about - 
equality.  Obviously, responses to feminism will be different 
depending on culture, geography, and various other things.  
But in the age of Trump, it is important to remember what the 
core values of feminism are, as even in so called “progressive” 
societies, the term has become skewed. Rebranding feminism 
may well be beneficial and eradicate any stigma, but what’s 
more important: wasting time arguing over a new name or 
fighting for equality? 

The feminist movement has been growing for decades.  It 
has grown in size and support, however, the stigma surround-
ing it has too. Pat Robertson, an American media mogul, fa-
mously said, “The feminist agenda is not about equal rights for 
women. It is about a socialist, anti-family political movement 
that encourages women to leave their husbands, kill their chil-
dren, practise witchcraft, destroy capitalism, and become les-
bians.” Although rather amusing, humour was not Robertson’s 
intention. His intention was to spread some sort of horrifying 
truth about feminism – yes, it may liberate women but it is hor-
rendous for everyone else. If you are a feminist you’ll know just 
how absurd this sentiment is, but more people than you’d like 
to believe think it to be true. 

The vast majority of Britons believe in gender equality, yet 
only seven per cent would call themselves feminists. But why 
is this? Perhaps the blame lies within the feminist movement 
itself. Extremists within feminism have been named “femi-
nazis” and their agenda has made ‘feminism’ a dirty word. 

Through their incongruous ideology, hypocrisy and misandry 
have been added to the seemingly boundless list of negative 
connotations of the movement. Women are sceptical about 
identifying as a feminist because if they are, all of a sudden 
they become vicious beasts who think all men are fascist mi-
sogynists, and would like nothing more than to burn them at 
the stake. However, this is far from what true feminists stand 
for and if anything, “feminazis” don’t share the values upheld 
by feminists in the slightest.

Another problem many have with ‘feminism’ is that it sounds 
gender specific or, as many men have called it, “too feminine” 
and therefore cannot be about universal equality. The defini-
tion of feminism given by Google is, “the advocacy of wom-
en’s rights on the ground of the equality of the sexes.” How-
ever, it’s most definitely not as simple as that. The foundations 
of feminism lie with the Suffragists and the Suffragettes and of 
course the primary agenda was solely for women’s rights; but 
as times have changed, so has feminism. Now feminists fight 
for equality regardless of gender, sexuality, race or religion. To 
attach a gender to an assortment of letters is stupid to begin 
with, but to allow this to get in the way of fighting for some-
thing as important as equality is even worse. 

Perhaps feminism should be renamed. Perhaps it should be 
renamed as something gender neutral. Perhaps then the stig-
ma surrounding it would be forgotten. However, feminism has 
empowered people from all walks of life for decades. Wouldn’t 
renaming it just cause more disarray?

Quite frankly, whether you call yourself a feminist or not, it 
doesn’t matter. There are people all over the world who are 
still victims of violent discrimination and if you want to waste 
time fighting over something as pointless as a name when you 
could be fighting to end that, then so be it. At the end of the 
day all that matters is that people who believe in equality unite 
and, together, they strive for it.

What’s in a name?

Esme O’Donnell considers why it is so important we remember exactly what feminism is



The Film Highlights of 2016
Deadpool
Marvel Comic’s most unconventional 
and quite frankly, hilarious anti-hero 
Deapool is portrayed by equally hilari-
ous Ryan Reynolds in the hit movie of 
2016. It follows former Special Forces 
operative turned mercenary Wade 
Wilson, on his mission to hunt down 
the man who tortured, disfigured and 
transformed him into the famous anti-
hero. Although it sounds stereotypi-
cal, Deadpool is really nothing like any 
previous Marvel action hero – he has 
a dark sense of humour and countless 
one-liners which led to the movie being 
loved by teens everywhere.

The Jungle Book
Viewers follow the story of jungle-
raised, Mowgli who must leave his 
wild home when the fearsome tiger 
Shere Khan returns. 

Finding Dory
‘Finding Dory’ is a charming, comi-
cal sequel to the immensely popular 
‘Finding Nemo’ and is in no way a 
burden to its predecessor. It follows 
Dory – a forgetful, blue tang fish – on 
her mission to track down her par-
ents whom she lost as a child.



The Nice Guys
An unlikely pair have to become partners as they try to 
track down missing girl, Amelia. However, they soon 
realise that some very dangerous people are also look-
ing for her as anyone who gets involved in the case 
ends up dead.

Captain America: Civil War
Political pressure brought about by the Avengers caus-
ing collateral damage, results in a system of account-
ability being set up for the team. This divides the once 
firmly united team; some believe they should be able 
to defend humanity without government interference 
whilst some believe they should be accountable for the 
destruction they cause.

Star Trek Beyond
Star Trek Beyond is a follow up in the Star Trek se-
ries. This time an unexpected intergalactic attack 
forces the Enterprise to crash land on an unknown 
planet. Left stranded, the team try to escape but end 
up battling a deadly alien race.

The Conjuring 2
A single mother of 4 calls for help when she suspects 
there is something evil in her home. Paranormal investi-
gators, Ed and Lorraine, answer her cry for help when the 
youngest daughter shows signs of demonic possession. 
As the pair attempt to help the girl and her family, they 
become the spirits next target.

The Legend of Tarzan 
In the sequel of the Disney classic, Tarzan, otherwise 
known as John Clayton the third, returns to the jungle. He 
realises too late that he and his wife are part of a devious 
plot conjured up by Leon Rom – who will be rewarded 
with rare diamonds if he delivers Tarzan to King Leopold. 
It is a movie filled with lavish special effects and famous 
faces such as, Samuel L. Jackson, Christoph Waltz and 
Margot Robbie.



AFTER a long 12 years, she’s fi nally back on the big screen.  Bridget 
Jones’s Baby sees Renée Zellweger return to serve up more romantic dra-
ma.  The characters are a little bit older (and not so much wiser), but fans of 
the series will be as ready as ever to laugh at their mishaps.

Grossing $207.2million worldwide, the latest instalment proves that 
Bridget Jones remains a considerable box offi  ce draw.  But what of the fi lm 
itself?  Does the fi lm manage to balance originality with a fondness for well-
known faces?  In a word – yes.  So what is it that still keeps us on the edge 
of our seats?

This time, after the reported death of Daniel Cleaver, who is left to bat-
tle it out with Mr Darcy to win over the heart of the comedic and relatable 
Bridget Jones?  Now that her old gang have become family centred, the 
eponymous Bridget fi nds herself at a music festival, reconnecting with her 
youth. Here, Bridget meets Jack Qwant played by Patrick Dempsey who is a 
hit TV star who uses mathematic equations to tell the compatibility between 
two people. Within a few days, Bridget is also reunited with her previous 
lover, Mark Darcy. After a while, she fi nds herself pregnant and is unable to 
tell who is the father.

                          
The usual antics of Bridget have the audience in hysterics as we watch 

her battle pregnancy as a single mother, all while she has two men battling 
for her heart and the confi rmation that they could be the possible father. 
Now that Daniel is out the picture this time, it isn’t a battle of good boy vs. 
bad boy, instead this time it is good boy vs. good boy. Will Bridget end up 
with new kid on the block, Jack, who is new and exciting? Or will she go 
back to Mark, who is old and familiar to her, and for whom she still has a 
special place in her heart.

After more than a decade, fans wondered how the update in technol-
ogy and the minor change in society’s view could possibly aff ect the fi lm.  
Would it seem dated? Would there be an attempt to have it as similar to the 
previous fi lms? This has obviously been taken into serious consideration by 
director Sharon Maguire as to avoid upset and disappointment among the 
wide variety of ages between admirers. Either way, things could have gone 
badly wrong, but the director has managed to successfully balance between 
the two and created the nostalgic feeling for excited Bridget Jones enthu-
siasts. 

Another key question was, what could possibly be done about the new-
comers to Bridget Jones to familiarise them with the life of Bridget and her 
friends? Luckily enough, this was recognised early on and a twist was made 
to the narrative in order to help the audience in their understanding of what 
otherwise could have been missed.

All in all, Bridget Jones’s Baby proves that, despite entering her 40s, she 
is still as bright, funny and exciting as ever.

Lucy Kolle reviews Bridget Jones’s Baby and considers 
whether the series still has what it takes to make us laugh

Top Tweets from 
Larbert High Is Bridget past it?



Fun And Games

Across

5. Not so popular Christmas dinner veg (7, 7)
7. ‘The artist formerly known as...’ who sadly 
passed this year (6)
8. Will Ferrell stars in this Christmas classic (3)
       Down

1. He’s making a list, checking it twice (5, 5)
2. The country where Santa’s home is located 
(7)
3. His Christmas Day time travel adventure will 
be a TV highlight (6, 3)
4. New Star Wars Anthology fi lm (5, 3)
5. Campaign group for black rights in America 
(5, 5, 6)
6. Duke of Cambridge and 2nd in line to the 
Throne (6, 7)

Cryptic 
Cross

SUDOKU TOO...



DECEMBER 25th - commonly 
known in these parts as Christ-
mas Day.  Ask any number of peo-
ple in the UK about Christmas and 
chances are they will have very sim-
ilar ideas of what it entails.  Tinsel, 
stockings, Wizzard on the radio…

However, this is merely our 
interpretation of Christmas and it 
should be remembered that there 
are many different traditions across 
the globe. One of which is Germa-
ny, which begins its Christmas cel-
ebrations on the 6th of December, 
as young children leave a boot or a 
shoe - known as a Nikolaus-Stiefel 
- out overnight for Nikolaus (Santa 
to us!) who fills it with sweets and 
other treats for children who be-
haved well that year.  And for those 
who did not? Twigs and coal are left 
inside the boots instead.

One thing unknown to many 
is that some of our own traditions 
originated in Germany, including 
gingerbread. Gingerbread not only 
became known from stories creat-
ed by Germans but the sweet treat 
became internationally renowned 
after bakers in the German town 
of Nuremburg created the unique 
design in 1643. Another tradition 
we took on which originated in 
Germany would be the advent cal-
endar. Originally, it was a piece of 
card with 24 doors which opened 
to a Christmas or nativity themed 
picture.  However, over the years it 
has become much more typical for 
the doors to open to a Christmas 
shaped chocolate. 

Another German tradition more 
likely known to those out with the 
country is the beloved Christmas 
market where people go to buy 
Christmas ornaments made of glass 
and other traditional materials, as 

well as German delicacies.  These 
Christmas markets typically begin 
during the last weeks of November 
until a day or so before Christmas. 
The markets are known as Christ-
kindlesmarkt or Weihnachtsmarkt.  
These markets have become so 
loved that they have extended to 
other non-German speaking coun-
tries including Scotland itself, where 
it allows natives to experience other 
cultures and get into the Christmas 
spirit.  Some people go as far as to 
mark the opening of these markets 
as the beginning of the Christmas 
season and travel from different 
parts of the world to experience this 
very German tradition.

The German treats found at 
these markets prep your taste buds 
for the Christmas dinner which con-
sists of duck, rabbit, goose or a 
roast, accompanied by typical Ger-
man favourites of cabbage, pota-
toes and apple and, of course, sau-
sage stuffing. However, many years 
ago on Christmas Eve, it was tradi-
tional for German Catholics to at-
tend a midnight mass and therefore 
eat a much lighter meal beforehand 
in order to stay awake. This meal 
was typically meatless although 
over the years meat has made its 
way back into the dishes. 

As Germans are known for their 
love of it food, it plays a large role 
in their Christmas traditions. A com-
mon follow up to the Christmas din-
ner would be the Christmas Stollen 
which is made from nuts and fruit 
and is so common it can be found 
in any supermarket in Germany.  
Key flavours of other desserts are 
cinnamon, apple and orange.   I 
don’t know about you, but I cer-
tainly think this beats a plastic tub 
of Celebrations! 

Fröhliche Weihnachten!Shrinkflation: you’re not 
fooling us!

TEARING open the sig-
nature yellow and red pack-
aging to devour the iconic 
Swiss Milk chocolate I had 
just bought, I noticed with 
horror that the spaces be-
tween the triangular choco-
late blocks had been wid-
ened. 

A quick look at the rest 
of the bar confirmed my 
suspicions. There was defi-
nitely less chocolate (almost 
10% less to be precise).  I 
had been ripped off (by ten 
pence) and I wasn’t the 
only one who had noticed. 
Fans all over the country 
were outraged.  Never mind 
the US election, 2016 had 
reached a new low!

Unfortunately this 
doesn’t come as much of a 
surprise. For all the eagle-
eyed out there, this is just 
another brand yielding to 
the dark art of deception, 
marketing their confection-
ary at the usual price (or in 
some cases, increasing it) 
while discreetly shrinking 
the size of the bar. The frus-
tration of opening a massive 
packet to find only a handful 
of Maltesers at the bottom 
is a well-known experience. 
But why is this happening to 
our well-loved products?

Manufacturers claim 
that the mini chocolate bars 
are a bid to cut obesity rates 
and, to an extent, this is true. 
In Scotland last year, 65% 
of adults were overweight 
and with this figure on the 
rise, tackling the amount of 

saturated fat in products is 
an excellent solution. De-
creasing the size of choco-
late bars shrinks the over-
all calorie count and forces 
people to have smaller por-
tion sizes whether they like 
it or not. Yorkies, for exam-
ple, have shrunk from 70g 
to 46g in ten years, cutting 
129 calories from the bar. 
Certainly an ingenious idea 
but then why is the price the 
same? That just doesn’t add 
up.

The rising cost of ingre-
dients and food production 
is the root of the problem. 
Scared to provoke outrage 
at rising prices, brands 
make it look as if nothing 
has changed. Like that mis-
leading 2 for £2 deal on the 
packet of crisps that were 
70p each last week, the dis-
crepancy involved is ridicu-
lous. Whatever happened 
to telling the truth? It’s as 
if increasing profits, build-
ing wealth and elevating a 
brand are more important 
than integrity!

Still, you cannot blame 
every single brand that 
changes their products. 
Toblerone made their an-
nouncement acknowledging 
their product change public-
ly, with no secrecy involved. 
With the value of the pound 
falling after Brexit, these are 
difficult times and business-
es must find a way to make 
a profit. Yet, sometimes, one 
cannot help wishing the size 
of Brussels sprouts would 
shrink instead!

Lucy Kolle describes Christmas in Germany

Chocolate connoisseur Darcie Izatt bemoans 
the shrinking size of our favourite sweets



This Month’s Football Talking 
Points

Performance of the Month

Eddie Howe described his 
side as ‘faultless’ as they tore 
Hull apart in a 6-1 thrashing at 
the Vitality Stadium recently. 
Both Bournemouth and Hull are 
teams many will have as relega-
tion favourites this season, but 
Bournemouth looked a class 
above their opponents. Bourne-
mouth came into the match in 
13th, just two places above Hull 
in the table. Hull were left in 16th, 
falling just one place, although it 
must have felt like they had fallen 
to 20th  as they looked at their 
relegation ‘rivals’ and became 
acutely aware of the gulf in class 
between the two sides.

The two teams contested 
quite evenly for most of the open-
ing period, before Bournemouth 
scored two quick fire goals be-
fore half time. The second half 
was more of a late show, as after 
their fourth goal on 65 minutes, 
Wilson and Gosling waited un-
til the 83rd and 88th minutes to 
hammer the final nail into Hull’s 
coffin. 

Bournemouth only enjoyed 
49% possession throughout the 
match, but threatened the Hull 
goal 22 times; a fantastic con-
version rate and double the total 
number of shots that Hull pro-
duced. This result took Bourne-
mouth to 13th, and since then 
they have climbed to 10th, just 2 
points behind Manchester Unit-
ed.

Player of the Month

Moussa Dembele, possibly 
the buy of the summer in Scot-
tish football for just £500,000 
from Fulham, has not stopped 

producing the goods. It started 
when he scored a perfect hat-
trick against Rangers in early 
September and scored 2 goals 
against Manchester City in the 
Champions League. Apart from 
missing a penalty against Barce-
lona, he has brought nothing but 
goals galore to Celtic. Since the 
10th of September, including the 
hat-trick against Rangers, he has 
scored 8 goals. The main ques-
tion regarding Dembele is how 
long can Celtic keep him? This 
is a player who Rangers fans will 
want to forget in a hurry. Even if 
he does not play that well, he still 
scores. He has been identified in 
the press as a £40 million striker 
so it will be interesting to watch 
what happens in the January 
transfer window.

Moan of the Month

 
Scotland have already made 

the dream of going to Russia in 
2018 for the World Cup a night-
mare, after just 3 matches. They 
cruised to a 5-1 win over Malta in 
the first match but in the October 
Internationals, drew at home with 
Lithuania and lost away to Slova-
kia. My moan of the month has 
to be the recent Scotland per-
formances. They dropped points 
against Lithuania, a country out-
side the top 100 teams and then 
went to Slovakia and were beat-
en 3-0 by a less than average 
side that hadn’t scored in a num-
ber of games. They sit in a poor 

4th place in the table and though 
they aren’t far off top, they still 
look destined not to qualify. Add 
to this the recent loss at Wemb-
ley and it seems that hope is fad-
ing very quickly.

Why can Scotland never 
manage it? A good number of 
their players are playing at a 
good level in the English Pre-
mier League, notably Robert 
Snodgrass for Hull and Crystal 
Palace’s James McArthur who 
scored 2 goals against Liverpool 
recently. Other players either 
play in the English Champion-
ship or the Scottish Premiership. 
You could not say Scotland man-
ager Gordon Strachan is poor 
either as he has managed top 
sides before, including Celtic 
and Southampton. Why then can 
these players never capture their 
form when they put a Scotland 
shirt on? Man for man, the Scots 
have as good a squad as many 
top sides inside the top 15 or 20 
in the FIFA rankings.

Is it the expectation of a na-
tion? Is it that the players don’t 
play well together as a team? Is it 
that Gordon Strachan should se-
lect different players? The same 
old faces are given the run out 
every time. Why does Leigh Grif-
fiths not start? Why is Ross Mc-
Cormack not in the team? Why 
are there Scottish Champion-
ship players in the squad, such 
as John McGinn of Hibernian? 
Should different players get the 
call? Change is needed and fast 
or Gordon Strachan could be the 
latest Scotland manager to say 
goodbye. Hope of a first major 
tournament in 20 years seems to 
be disappearing.

Luke Randall gives you his opinion of a month in football. 

ENDING the 2016 tennis year on a 
high note, Andy Murray has managed to 
work his way up to the top of the rank-
ings. At the beginning of November we 
were left to believe that, after all that 
hard work, Andy could immediately lose 
his number one spot to his rival Novak 
Djokovic at the ATP World Tour finals. 
This did not come to pass. Instead, Andy 
defeated his great rival in straight sets to 
consolidate his position as the world’s 
best player. In Scotland, we were all re-
lieved that he achieved his goal, putting 
the cherry on top of a truly outstanding 
year.

We have been waiting many years 
to celebrate this moment for Andy; he is 
currently holding the record for the long-
est period of time between being World 
Number Two and World Number One. 
The day Murray became World Number 
One is comparable to his 2013 Wimble-
don winning moment where many Brits 
huddled in their living rooms around their 
television screens to watch him make 
history. There has not been a British 
World Number One since the rankings 
opened in 1973, making Scotland a very 
proud nation.

It is now confirmed that Andy Mur-
ray is the world’s best tennis player. The 
29 year old has produced his best ever 
ranking alongside a gold medal and a 
Wimbledon title all in the space of 2016; 
but do we have the confidence that he 
will stay at number one next year? The 
Scot is only 630 points ahead of Djokovic 
on the ranking table. This may not seem 
like a lot but if Andy were to win his next 
match against Djokovic in Melbourne 
on January 29th he will be a whopping 
2230 points ahead of the Serbian player.  
It must be remembered that Djokovic is 
one of the greatest players the game has 
ever seen.  This will be no easy task for 
our man.

All of this is on top of him being a 
father to his first child. The birth of Andy 
Murray’s daughter was the start of a 
great year for the Scottish player, which 
has given him the momentum to strike 
towards this major peak in his career.  
Scotland is a small nation and for us to 
have a World Number One in a major 
sport like tennis is something we should 
all be celebrating for as long we can.
 

Top of the 
World
Lauren Stevenson considers the im-
portance of Scotland having its very 
own World Number One
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