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Headlines of our Achievements/Developments/Activities 

Students are provided with numerous opportunities across the Faculty to further enhance their skills in Mathematics & Numeracy. These opportunities enhance 

their skills for learning and skills for work and can be applied to curricular areas across the school.  

Our S1 Numeracy Passport Week continues to be a huge success and to continue the celebration of their Numeracy journey, S2 sent Numeracy Postcards back to 

the Mathematics Faculty from subject areas across the school with 7 winners who each won vouchers up to the value of £50 to spend online in the likes of 

Amazon, Google Play etc. 

Students from S1-4 participated in the UKMT Mathematical Challenges at Junior and Intermediate level during 2015/16. Over 90 students applied their 

Mathematical & Numerical skills to solve problems presented in unfamiliar contexts.  Our Junior students achieved a total of 14 Bronze awards, 5 Silver and 2 

Gold with 2 students making it through to further qualifying rounds: a first for Larbert High; 1 achieving a certificate of merit and the other a certificate of 

distinction.  Our Intermediate students achieved 3 Bronze and 5 Silver awards. 

Our Faculty continues to foster a positive relationship with Stirling University with S3 Mathematics students experiencing a day of workshops promoting career 

paths involving STEM subjects and 8 high-achieving S4 students spent a day being challenged while applying their mathematical skills to practical problem 

solving. Students within computing took part in the STAMP science days and were engaged in talks and experiments from the Computing Science and 

Mathematics division of the School of Natural Sciences. 

Senior students had the opportunity to be part of the inaugural STEM trip to London, Bletchley Park and Manchester.  This proved to be hugely successful with 

students engaging in educational experiences at Manchester University and Bletchley Park as well as having down time in London; partaking in a show – Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LHS Computing Science 

01000011 01101111 01101101  

01110000 01110101 01110100  

01101001 01101110 01100111  

00100000 01010011 01100011  

01101001 01100101 01101110  

01100011 01100101 00100001  

 

Headlines from the 2015/16 Exams 
 124 pupils achieved National 4 Mathematics 

(100% of those presented) 

 170 pupils achieved an award in National 5 

Mathematics 

(an increase of 19% from 2015 diet) 

 30 pupils achieved an award in National 5 Computing 

(94% of those presented with 34% achieving an A) 

 87 pupils achieved an award in Higher Mathematics 

(88% of those presented with 37% achieving an A) 

 19 pupils achieved an award in Higher Computing 

(87% of those presented) 

 

How are we doing? How do we know? 

Within the Mathematics, Numeracy and Computing Faculty we have committed staff who ensure that all of our students 

receive high quality support and have opportunities to engage with all of our subjects whether it is in or out of the 

classroom.  We continue to produce consistently high standards of attainment for learners and strive to improve wherever 

possible. 

What are we going to do next? 

 This new school session, 2016/17, sees the Mathematics Faculty combine with the Computing Faculty.  This brings 3 additional staff and a range of 

additional courses at different levels.  As a result of this Mr McDougall has been permanently appointed to his post as PT STEM (Mathematics and 

Computing) for the Senior Phase.   

 The Mathematics Faculty of old also changed position in the school over the summer break and now is in a combined STEM block of the school.  This 

brings fabulous opportunities for both staff and students for collaborations with Science and Technologies and was a major part in winning an Inspiring 

Learning Spaces grant from Falkirk Council.   

 STEM within Larbert High School goes from strength to strength and indeed within the Faculty where we now have a STEM Academy in S1.  60 students 

are following a combined and collaboratively planned curriculum in which they apply their Mathematical, Scientific and Technological skills in a STEM 

environment and context.  Links are also being created with business and Universities to provide unique learning opportunities relating to STEM careers. 

 Striving to have a truly 3 to 18 curriculum in the Mathematics and Computing Faculty we are moving forward with substantial cluster working in regard to 

Mathematics and Numeracy.  With our Primary colleagues we are developing a framework for learning and teaching, assessment and moderation which 

will deliver on pedagogy and resourcing.   

 In the Senior Phase curriculum, we have introduced another pathway to Higher for our students, called the 5+ course, this enables those students who 

need to spend more time on National 5 Mathematics to achieve a Higher Mathematics award over 2 years but at the correct pace and challenge for them. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Work & Life of the Faculty 

How are we doing? How do we know? 

Our curriculum is tailored to meet the needs of our learners, offering breadth depth and challenge. We continue to make significant progress in the 

implementation of our Curriculum for Excellence & National courses. 

We have evaluated reporting procedures in the Broad General Education and are implementing changes with a particular emphasis on reporting procedures and 

ensuring that we are consistent and clear in the way we determine Bronze, Silver or Gold judgements for the students.   

Having created and implemented our new Advanced Higher course in preparation for the new CfE Advanced Higher this will be evaluated and changes made 

where necessary.  Similarly Flip Learning that was introduced last session in National 5 will be evaluated thoroughly and again changes made where necessary. 

Evaluations, discussion and planning meetings have taken place with Cluster Heads with regard to Numeracy and action has been taken to create and implement 

a plan to raise Numeracy attainment within the Cluster. 

What are we going to do next? 

Striving for consistency in staffing, we are delighted to have appointed 5 new members of staff to the Mathematics and Computing Faculty.   

STEM developments are now into phase 2 of planning and implementation within the school and as part of these the STEM Academy will be rolled out into S2.   

We have created and recruited a STEM advisory board and had our inaugural meeting with them, brainstorming and planning for further STEM developments. 

We have had a purpose built STEM base constructed for all STEM staff and colleagues to enable smoother and seamless continued collaborative working and 

planning. 

Mr Pass is running a lunchtime games club for all levels where students can play chess and some other contemporary board games such as King of Tokyo (aliens, 

robots and monsters trying to destroy Tokyo) and Love Letters (a game of risk, deduction and chance). 

Mr McCulloch is leading and organising a BGE Mathematics study experience at Disneyland Paris where students will experience and learn about their subject in 

a highly stimulating, real life environment from leading practitioners in their field.   

 

Vision & Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a faculty we strive to improve in every possible way; the values, vision and derived leadership of each individual member of staff ensures 

that we are continually improving the experiences and life chances of all our young people.   National Improvement priorities place us at the 

forefront of Education and our aim is to deliver on these priorities through our shared vision to provide students with an excellent quality of 

learning and teaching experiences in an inclusive and supportive environment. 

 
 Our expanding Numeracy Mentoring program continues to develop leadership skills in our S6 

students while supporting S1 students with their numeracy skills.  

 Mrs Thomson has been seconded to Falkirk Council 2 days per week as Curriculum Support for 

Numeracy alongside her PT STEM (Mathematics and Computing) BGE role which she will now 

fulfil as 0.6FTE. 

 Mr McCulloch had been appointed acting PT STEM (Mathematics and Computing) BGE as 0.4FTE 

to cover Mrs Thomson’s secondment. 

 Mrs Cieslar (previously Miss Oliver) continues to lead several trips including Duke of Edinburgh 

and the STEM trip. 

 Mr McDougall is leading a trip to India in October with senior students. 

 Mr McDonald is working extensively in the school of basketball and in the STEM Academy 

alongside Miss Mirrlees. 

 Mr Greer has an increased Pupil Support role. 

 The Mathematics and Computing Faculty offered and ran a comprehensive program of Study 

Support in 2015/16 and we continue to do so this session.  

 We welcome and foster positive associated partner relationships (parents, carers etc.) through 

social media on our twitter site @LHSMathematics. 

 

 We also have implemented a course at level 5 in Personal Finance to provide another alternative pathway for Mathematics in the Senior Phase. 

 Having introduced Flip Learning to our National 5 courses, this will be introduced to the Higher courses and used where appropriate. 

 The S1 Computing course was redesigned last session becoming a collaborative course with the Business Faculty. Further implementation and evaluation 

will take place as the session progresses. 

 Games development was also introduced last session to the Computing courses and this session will see further implementation and evaluation. 

 Computing sees many changes led by SQA guidance within the Senior Phase and these will be worked on over the coming session. 

 


