
 

  

Minutes of Meeting of Larbert High School 
Parent Council Meeting held on  
Tuesday 10 May 2016 at 7.00pm 

 
 

 
 
 

      

Members Present: 
Euan Robertson – Chair 
Stuart Rae – Treasurer 
Tom McMorrow – Co-opted Member 
Rosemary Allford, Derek Easton, Garry Hale, Mari Forret, Elaine Scott, Andrea Daly  
 
In Attendance: 
Andy Auld (Teacher Rep), Gregor Monson & Mhairi Williamson (Captains), Lynne Miller, Elizabeth 
Baba-Yemi, Mike Ablett, Katie Thewlis, Mr Ozbey, Katherine Hastings 
Jon Reid – Rector 
Debbie McLay – Clerk 
 
Mr Robertson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1. Apologies: Cathie Hunter 

 
  
2. Matters Arising:  

It was acknowledged that having a School Based Police Officer in all schools has a clear benefit 
 

  
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

Proposed: Mari Forret 
Seconded: Derek Easton 

  
4. Correspondence: 

Resignation Letter received from Derek Easton.  All other correspondence issued at meeting 
  
5. Captains Report: 

Both spoke about upcoming events within the school, including Xmas Fayre and the Sponsored 
Walk, where all money raised will go towards the school fund.  They supplied feedback on the 
prizegiving and how great it was to have had both Judy Murray and Eva Schloss in attendance.  
They are continuing to work on the Captains Challenge and will update more at the next 
meeting. 
 
Members spoke about how fantastic the prizegving had been and that the length was just 
perfect and how nice the badges were.  It was then asked if an explanation could be had into 
how the prizes were allocated?  Jon Reid explained that the only prizes given are the ones that 
have sponsorships and for all other prizes it would be certificates and this year, badges.  Jon 
Reid asked the Head Boy and Vice Captain and they were happy to receive certificates as it was 
the recognition that meant the most.  The Head Boy and Vice Captain accepted the suggestion 
of more media coverage for the work they do on the Captains Challenge.  They will look into this. 
 

  
6. Election of New Members: 
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Euan Robertson explained that 3 members were stepping down from the Parent Council and 
therefore 3 spaces had opened up.  Her asked for interested members and explained what the 
position could entail and the effectiveness the Parent Council could have.  There were 3 
volunteers: 
 
Lynne Miller 
Katie Thewlis 
Catherine Hastings. 
 
All 3 have been accepted as a member of the Parent Council 

  
7. Update on Education Budget: 

 
Euan Robertson began the conversation explaining that the overall budget position within Falkirk 
Council is a major issue.  The Council’s challenge is to reduce the previous budget by another 
20m and likely to continue for the following 2 years.  Euan has contacted all other secondary 
Parent Councils.  There was a recent meeting on 30 August where a number of the Chair’s all 
met with Robert Naylor, Alan Nimmo and Gary Greenhorn.  It was explained that there would be 
a paper issued with options on the 13th September, however after the release of this, there were 
no options.  There will be another meeting with the Chairs on 25th October.  Councillors need to 
decide which options/cuts to take forward.  Euan explained that he has been visited by Craig 
Martin, Leader of Falkirk Council, and has tried to bring together all the Chairs of Parent 
Councils from Secondary Schools.  Euan asked for views from the meeting.  Jon Reid explained 
that the scale of cuts the Council is facing is significant and so far in the past 8/9 years a saving 
of around £90m has been made.  The Council has a duty to produce a balanced budget in 
February 2017. Jon Reid then went on to explain the plan to raise £100m nationally in the future 
for the “attainment challenge”.  This will come from a lift on Council Tax which could be 
increased by as much as up to 3% which the Council has still to decide on.   
 
The Parent Council have the right to be part of the decision making process within the Council 
regarding the budget.  Suggestion was also made that this is an opportunity to model a 
particular way of working with Falkirk Council.   
 
Those present at the meeting agreed to write back and state that the timescale has been 
recognised and that the Parent Council wish to be involved in the decision making process.  
Although the PTC doesn’t want to put any further burden on them.  Jon Reid again explained 
that Gary Greenhorn and Robert Naylor are working tremendously hard trying to work things out.  
Stuart Rae suggested that maybe we could involve the Cluster Primary Schools Parent Council 
also.   
 
Action: Euan to write to Council to state PTC intention to be involved in the budget    
             decision making process. 
             Euan to look into involving the Cluster Primary Parent Council 
             Euan to also write to candidates to find out their stance in the next year elections 
 

8. School Bus 
 
Euan explained that there had been an email received regarding one pupil missing the Airth bus 
at night.  Jon Reid explained that there may not always be a member of staff at the bus, 
however they do stand at the gate and walk along the road.  Any pupil missing the bus should 
either report it to them or go to Reception and they will arrange to call home.  It was asked if the 
pupils knew this and that maybe it needed to be communicated to the S1 pupils. 
 
 

  
9. Rector’s Report: 

 



 

Jon Reid discussed a staffing update where there had been 28 new starts in August consisting 
of full time staff and probationers.  He spoke about Lorna McAtasney who is the new Depute 
and will come to the next meeting to discuss her role and that the following meetings, there will 
be the rest of the Deputes in attendance.  He explained the role of the 2 Principal Teachers of 
Targeted Support that were taken on and that the Year Team Structure has changed and why. 
 
There was a discussion on exam results and information and graphs were shown.  This year we 
have 5 HNC courses running in partnership with Forth Valley College. 
 
Jon Reid also spoke about the Post Results Service and explained how this worked.   
 

10. Treasurer’s Report: 
 
There is a closing balance of £424.88 after the prizegiving donation, sponsorship of the 
Elizabeth Kennedy Prize and Clerks payments for the year.  
 

11. AOCB: 
 
Question was raised about the school website and how it’s rather out of date.  The website is 
about to transfer over to a new format, the school communicates well via Twitter and a school 
app is about to be released. 
 
Euan Robertson finished the meeting with a gift for the 3 members that are leaving the Parent 
Council and thanked them for the work they have done over the years. Fiona Young wasn’t 
present, however this will be sent in the mail 

  
 
11. Date of Next Meeting: 

Tuesday 22 November 2016, 7pm 
  
 
Minutes taken by: 
Debbie McLay 
Clerk to Parent Council 


